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Altogether Car 1sT1AN;|| 
HLS DUTY 


Explained and Enforced. 
IN SOME 


SERMONS 
On Acrs 26. V.28, 29. 


Together with the Cauſes, why | 


| there are ſo few who are Altoge- : 
1] ther Chriſtians. 


—_— ts. 


| By Joun Foxcrorr, M. A. formerly 
of Clare-Hall in Cambridg, now Rector | 
of Wifordby in Leiceſterſhire. 
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Grace be with al them that love our Lord fe- 
ſus Chriſt in Sincerity, Ephel. 6. 24 . 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. ' 


KW HIS ſmall. Compoſure was 
| ſtudied and prepared for thee, 
=. and therefore its Dedication 
i made wnto thee, Tis intended for 
thy Spiritual, and in order to thy E- 
ternal Good and Welfare, and there-. 
| forebegs thy ſerious and diligent per- 
uſal and conſideration. We live in an* Quid 
| » that abounds with —_ variety Prodeſt th 


| : bt alta de 
of refined Learning, and is much t4-Tcinate 


ken up with * high Notions, and rare viſpuare, 


and curious Speculations ; but wherein wo +l 
prattical aud ſaving Truths are almoſt re, unde 

- * . diſpliceas 
Trinicati? Si ſcires rota Biblia, & omntum Philoophoram 
digta, quid totum prodefſer fine Charicate Dci & Graria ? 
Vanitas Vaniratum, & omnia Vanitas, przter Ame Dem, 
ell; ſoii fervire, Scientia fine timore Del quid importat? 
Si ſcicem omnia quz in mundo ſunr, & non effem in carirare, 
quid me juvarer coram Deo? Ovanto plus & melius fcis, 
ranto gravius inde judicaberis, nit ſarRius Vi&eris : Noli 
ergo excolli de uila vel Arte vel Scientia ; ſed pottus __ 
data tibi notitia, Dedicatio ante Gerhard Medit. Sacy, ex tgre- 
2 libtlio. 42 | 


A 2 gates 


The Epiſtle \ 
antiquated and out of date : A great 
art of the Learned and Inquiſitive 


World is employed and buſied about the 


former, and ſo many are engaged tn 


Controverſies and Diſpates about ſome 
Points concerning the latter, that the 
Life, and Power, and Prattice of Re- 
ligion and Chriſtianity are almoſt 
worn out and baniſh'd from among#t 
us. What will be the Event of this I 
am not able, or however not willing to 
preaict ; only T aad, Dirum omen 
mifericors (qui ſolus poteſt) aver- 
tat Deus ! Ad let me beg of thee to 
ffudy and labour after farther and 
fill higher Degrees of Saudtification, 
while others are diſputing about Tuſti- 
fication : I know that great Dottrine 
4 termed, by that great Light of the 
Reformation, Articulus ſtantis vel 
cadentis Eccleſix, 4x Article, a Teſt 
either of the flouriſhing or falling 
Church ; and a clear and true ſtating 
of it would be a great and defired Hap- 
pineſs to the Charch,(which God grant 
3 his good time ) but ſtill it is of high- 
&r and more nearConcernment to every 
48k roahs "ROY privite 


$0 the Reader. 
private Chriſtian to look after his 
Santtification, and to give all diligence 
to make his Calling and Election ſure, 
than to be too much taken up in Con- 
troverſies about the other, As to thoſe 
polite and ſpeculative Parts of Learn- 
ing that others are induſtriouſly and 
intenſely imployed in, they muſt be ac-” Werlum 


knowleaged to be a great Ornament 10 geqare, 


them, and of great Uſe and Advan- quormo- 


tage to the World ; but yet if thou oben an 
beeſt not ſtudious about thy Spiritual exumgei- 


and Eternal State, as thou art, or vato dun- 


profeſſeſt thy ſelf to be a Chriſtian, mqgn mk 
and doſt not labour after * Holineſs of inhurrem 


Hoc potius agat Theologus, ut omnes horreant ederi 
peccatum. Digladiamur fine fine, quid diſtinguar Parrem a 
Fijo, & utrumq; a Spiricu Santo, res an relatioz & qui 
confiſtar, tres dici, quorum nullus fir qui alius, cam fraruma 
efſentia: Quanro magis ad rem pertiner, hoc modis onni- 
bus agere, ur Trinitatem illam, cujus Majeſtatem ffcrumari fas 
non eſt, pie ſanReq; colamus & adoremus, illuſqz concor- 
diam ineffabilem, noſtra concordia, quoad licer,cxpri 
quo conringat aliqquando & 1n 1Ilus adſciſci conforrium ? 
Diſputamus, qui fieri poſſir ut 1gnis, quo cruciabunrur impio- 
ram animZ, cum ſic materialis, agat in rem 1 2 
quanto mapis referebar, huc roris viribus cniri, ne Quid mm no- 


bis reperiat ignis ille, quod exurar, &c, 14. in Dedtc.ex Enaſme. 
Repeto autem denuo, non rea ipſam, ſed abuſum ret, raxart. 
Gerhard, | | 


' Heart 


The Epiſtle, 
Heart and Life, the Conſequence and 
Effect will be, That thou wilt, with all. 
thy other Kpowleds, go down lear- 
nedly into Hell. Therefore fludy 
chiefly, and ſavour that kindof Learn- 
ing and Knowledg in the time of thy 
Health and Strength, that will afford” 
thee the greateſt SatisfatFion, Comfort 
and Advantage, when Sickneſs and 
Death ſhall ſeize upon- thee. Study 
much the Sacred Oracles, the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make- 
thee wiſe unto Salvation, through 
Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, - 
2'Ttm. 7.15. * And alſo ſuch clear 
and prattical Truths as are grounded 
and buils thereupon. Labour after 
fuch « lively Faith as works by Love, 
nd fuch a bleſſed Hope, as may help 
thee (through the Grace of God) to 
purify thy Heart, and reform and 
mend thy Life, and enable thee to 
live foberly, righteouſly and godly 
1N this preſent World. Do zot reſt 
mn bare' Morality, but Iabour after 
faund Chriſtianity. Morality alone 
1 LE £2 will 


to the Reader. 


will not keep thee from Eternal Mi- 


ſery : It will only help thee to one of 
the beſt Rooms, and eaſieſt Reds that 
Hell affords. The Deſign of this lit- 
tle Volume i t6 atquaint thee with 
the Nature of, and to put thee upon 
ſerious and hearty Endeavonrs after 
True Chriſtianity ; that ſo thou 
mayeſt eſcape Everlaſting Miſery, and 
alſo (thrs the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt ) 
obtain a wide and large, an abundant 


Entrance into the Kjngdom of Chriſt. 


As others have taken pains to diſco- 
ver the Almoſi-Chriſtian, and to ac- 
quaint him with his Danger, I was 


. O : 
znclined to believe that this preſent 


Diſcourſe might not be unſeaſonable, 
the Intent of it being to explain and 
enforce the Daty of becoming an Al- 
together-Chriſtian. T1 have endea- 
voured to find out and lay down ſach 
plain and .prattical Arguments and 


Direftions, us may (by the Grace of 


God) be conducive to that End, and 
have that bleſſed Effett upon the Con- 
| eiences and Lives of Chriſtians. 4nd 

| Fs that 


vil 


The Epiſtle, &c. 


that it may have that happy } ſue and 
Sacceſs, ts the earneſt Prayer of 


Him, who would be inſtrumen- 
tal to promote the common 
Good and Salvation of 


London, Chriſtians, 
Nov.20. 


John Foxcrofc. 
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T H'E 
Altogether-Chriſlian : 
His Duty explained and 
enforced, exc. 


ACTS xxvi. v. 28, 29; 
Then Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, Al- 
moſt gear ret me tobe 4 
Chriſtian. And Paul ſaid, I 
would to God, that abt only 
thou, but alſo all that hear-me 
this Day, were both almoſt, and 
altogether ſuch as I am, except 
theſe Bonds, 


\ UL R Bleſſed Lofd and Savis 

our Jefus Chriſt had fore- 

_ told his Apoſtles, Luke 

2t.12, That wicked Men ſhould lay 
their Hands on them, and perſecute 
them; that they ſhould be delivered 
| gn 299 
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2 The Altogether-Chrifian ; 


up to the Synagogues and into Priſons; 

and be brought before Kings and Ru- 

lers for bis Names ſake. And 

here, in this and the foregoing 

Chapters, we find this Predi@ton 

fulfilled concerning this Apoltle 

St. Paul. He was brought before Fe- 

lix, as the 23d and 24th Ghapters 

relate ; and by his warm Reaſon- 

ing and Diſcourſe, put him into a 

Fit of Trembling. This Felix be- 

ing afterward accuſed to the Em- 

peror Neyo for ſeveral Crimes, he 

was put out of his Governour?s 

Place, and one Porcius Feſtns placed 

in his room, before whom St. Paul 

was accuſed and brought, Chap. 

25. Afﬀter this King Agrippa and 

Toſeph.de Bel- * Bernice, (who ſeems, according 
io Judaic 139.2. to Joſephus, to be Aprippa's eldeſt 
As 25.23, Davghter, or howeyer -ofte of his 
* Bede thinks Daughters) comming in great Potap 
her to have been and State to Ceſarea,. to make Fe- 
"s Sifter. Ex- ſtus a Viſit, Feſtus tells Agrippa of 
pol, 11 AR25-'St. Paw, and opens his Caſe unto 
him. Wherenpon Agrippa tad a 

great deſire to ſee St. Paul, and to 

argue the Cale with him : And To 

he was brought before Agrippa, 

and gave him a very excellent Nar- 

rative,or Account of his LE 

| i 


—' #5 Duty exprainen, &c ? 
his Childhood to his Converſion, 
as 18 largely recorded in this 'Chap- 
ter. And here tis obſervable what 
different Effects and Operations 
the Word of God, and the Mini- 
{try of it, have upon different Per- | .-q 
{ons.\ Feſtus having heard St. Paul's 
Speech, proclaims him mad, Yer. 

24. Paul, thou art beſide thy felf ; A&S 26+ 24 
much Learning doth make thee mad. 

St. Paul was indeed a great Scho- 

lar; he 1s ſuppoſed to have been - + 

$kilful in this Fitbret, Syriac, Greek don | preg 

and Latin Tongues; and to have 

been well read in the Antient Po- 

ets, and other Parts of Humane 
Learning: And certainly he was ſo 
Eloquent, fo greatan Orator, that 

he out-ſoars the higheſt Flights of 

Citero and Demoſthenes, in the De- 

fence he here makes, both for his 

Life and Do&rine. Feſtus feeling 

a more than otdinary Effect from 

St. Paul's Words, and not know- 

ing of the Spirit by which he 

ſpake, he thought it to be only 

the Fruits of his Learning, or the 

Effects of Madneſs, or any thing 

bot the true Buſineſs. But St. Paul 

anſwers him; Yer, 25. I dm not 
mad,me/t noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak forth 

B 2 the 


x Pet, 2. 23. 


tQ Loc, 


The Alt 0g ether-C hy i ian : 


the Words of Truth and Soberneſs. 
He anſwers Feſtus with the greateſt 
Reſpect and Meekneſs, like his 
Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who ( as 
the Apoltle ſays) when he was revi- 
led, reviled not again. And then 
by a ſeaſonable Apoſtrophe be- 
ſpeaks Agrippa, Ver. 26. For the 
King knoweth of theſe things, before 
whom I alſo ſpeak freely. Agrippa 
being educated in Fudea, could not 
but hear of the Life and Doctrine, 
and of the Death and Reſurr=ction 


of our Saviour ; as alſo of the Mi- 


racles done by him and his Diſct- 
ples : Therefore St. Paul accoſts 
him with a moſt curious Piece of 


_ Chriſtian Rhetorick, YVer.27, King 


Agrippa, believeſt thou the Prophets ? 
I know that thou believeſt : A ſweet 
and powerful Inſinuation, that 
could not but much affe&t the 
King, and leave a ſenſible Impreſ- 
{10n upon his Heart ; as it appears 
it did by what follows in the. 
Words of the Text : Then Agrip- 
pa ſaid unto Paul, Almoſt thou per- 
ſwadeſt me to be a Chriſtian, The 


Synopf. Critic. Greek & oAige is variouſly and 


doubtfully expounded: Some read 


_ it, with a little Diſcourſe, with a 


I} few 


F 
Y 


His Nuty explained, &c.-- 


few Words ; others, with a little 
Ado : Eraſmus, In a little Meaſure 


or Degree : But Calvin refers it to Cats. inLoc, 


Time, as if Aprippa had aid, 
Straightway, preſently, in a very 
little time, thou wilt make me a Chri- 
ſtian. Heinſaus 1s unwilling to be- 
lieve that Agrippa would make ſuch 
a Confeſſion in ſuch a Place, and be- 
fore ſuch Company, eſpecially when 
Feſtus had but a little before accuſed 
St. Paul of Madneſs : And therefore 
both SanGius and Priceus think it 
| an Ironical Speech, ſpoken in a 
way of - Reproach and Derifion : 
But others of as great Learning 
and Judgment think otherwiſe. 
Calvin does not find fault with the 
Senſe that our Tranſlation reads 
the Words in ; and St. PauPs Reply 
ſuppoſes them to have been ſpoken 
in- that Senſe. Who knows the 
Power of that Conviction that A- 
grippa might be under at that 
time ? The Apoſtle's Anſwer is, 
I would to God that not only thou, but 
alſo all that hear me this Day, were - 
both almoſt, and altogether fuch as I 
am, except theſe Bonds. St. Paul 
knowing how little it would ayail 
any to be Almoſt a Chriſtian, wiſh- 
= ME: - - S eth. 


Of Wiſa. lib. 2. £ 


| Cap. 5: Þ. 257+ 


jd, Þ» 259» 


The Altogether-Chriftian} 


eth that both he and his Compani- 
ons, and all the reſt of his Auditars, 


might be perfet+ayd compleat in that 


Profeſſion; that they might not take 


_up with a ſhort ſcanty Meaſure in | 


Religion, but became ſound and. 
{1ncere, Altogether-Chriftians. | 
wy Tis a'very fearful thing tq 
conſider. ( ſays the excellent 
Charron) the great Diverſity af 
* Religions which have been, and 
« are in the World; and much 
more of the Strangeneſs of ſome 
« of them, ſo. fantaſtical and ex- 
& orbitant, that it is a Wander 
« that the Underſtanding of Man 
<« ſhopld be ſa much beſptted, and 
« made drunk with Impoſtures. 
So that (6 he further takes no- 
tice ) «© there is nothing in the 
wy ' World, high or low, which hath 
© not been Dejlted 1a ſome place 
« or other, and that hath not 
* found a Place wherein to be 
< worſhipped. Theſe Religious Per- 
ſwaſrons (as they are called) haye 
their particular Artagles, ©* where: 
** by they are diſtinguiſhed amang 
vc themſelves, and every ans PFer. 
* fers it, ſelf above the reſt, all. 
11 Ke iq D the _ ang. 


6 more 


| Tos Dzty Li; xplained, &E. 

\< more trye than the reſt. But we 
are to canſider, that as there is but 
one only True God, ſo there can he 
but one True Religion. The Way or 
Means whereby to obtain Eternal 
Life and Happineſs 1s one, and but 
one. *Tis obſervable, how they are 
expreſs'd by Units or Singulars ; 
Eph. 4. 4, 5. There 15 one Body, and 
one Spirit, and one Hope , one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, 0ne-God and 
Father, of all; And indeed the $:u- 
gularity or Speciality of this Religion, 
[45 bottomed or founded in que Per- 
ſon, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſays 
. of himſelf, I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. It's no indifferent 
thing for a Man to profeſs and fol- 
low what. Relizion he pleaſes, or 
may fancy. helt : For as there is 
Hut ove True God, and one great 
Ultimate End, Happineſs or Life 
Eternal ; . ſo there is but ene right 
IWay leading to it. Now we are not 
to learn. this Way from aur own 
Fancies and Imaginations, or from 


. the Cuſtom and Practice of other 


Places and Perſons : but weare to 
hearken to the great Prophet and 


Teacher of his C hurch, Our Lord aud 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. He has de- 
Pepe B 4  clared 


{ 


F 
: <7 
\ 


Joh. 14. 6, 


Joh. 17. 3. 


Deur, I8. Ig, 


The A ogether-Chriſtian : 


clared to us the whole Connſel and 
Will of God concerning our Sal- 
vation : Well, ſays the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor-1. 13. Chriſt ts not divided : 

There is but one Chriſt, but one that 
was crucified for you, 'but one into 
whoſe Name and Faith and Profeſſi- 
01 you were baptized. There may 
be different Ordinances and Circum- 


ſtances of Worſhip, and Directions 


unto Duty ; wherein we are to be 
guided by the lawful and Rm 
Governours of the Church, 

whom we are to ſubmit (in Site 
to Peace and Unity) in all things 
not. ſinful : but there is but one 
Chriſt, the one only Way to Life. 


Of Wiſd. lib. 2, *<© No Man doubts, Caith C harron) 
FP. 5 Pe 259+ « neither is it a Matter of Labour 


'< to know which Religion is the 
<« trueſt; the Chriſtian Religion 
" havidg ſo many Advantages and 
** Privileges ſo high, and © an- 


6 thentical above others. The 


Deſign of this Religion is to make 
Man good, and to cure him of all 
Evil; it requireth him not only to 
do good, but to be got: It is the 
Perkin of the Humane Nature ; 
forbidding Sin, allowing no liberty 
20 SIN, ts be bad and miſerable : 


FY 5 y \ and 


' His Daty explained, &c. 

and fo far as a Man doth not com- 
ply with its Rules and Precepts, ſo 
far he is an Enemy to himſelf. The 
Chriſtian Religion calleth Us to the 
higheſt degrees of Goodneſs, and 
does not account him to be good 
that would not be better : So thar 
whatever degrees of Grace and Ho- 
lineſs we have, we are obliged by 


its ſacred Rules, to ask for and en- Gen. 17. 1. 
deavour after more ; and this with Mar. s. 48. 


Conformity to the higheſt Pattern: 
We are {till required; and ſtrictly 
preſſed by the Goſpel-Rule, to be 


aſpiring after a farther degree of 1 Per.1.15,16 + 
Holineſs, Goodneſs and Perfe&ion. 2 Pet. 3- 11: 


So that the Chriſtian Religion Is 
lainly of a. Divine Extradion; as 
oth diſcavering the Holineſs of 

God, and forming the Creature to 

a Conformity to him : *Tis a Do- 

GFrine according to Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 

6. 3. direcing us to live the Life 

_ of God; thereby . preparing Man 

by his Duty for his Bleſſedneſs, that 

whilſt he groweth more like God, 
he might be more and more fitted 
for the Yi/fjon and Fruition of God. 

It is no mean Argument of the Di- 

vinity of it, that it ſets us no lower 

a Pattern for our Imitation, op 

ne 


the Holineſs of the Divict Majeſy. 
They who would he [acquainted 
_ with variety of Arguments both of 


, 
*'+ o® 
i 


pa 


; | EXCENMENCY, May COn- 

De Yer. Relig, fult the cho (8  Bgoks of thoſe great 
Chriſt, Perſons Morpatland Grotius.:. AS 
for the reſt. }itFmay, ſuffice to con- 


fider ſeriouſly 4 the inſheakeble Re- 
ward it gives.\ls the Promiſe and 

1 Cor. 2, 9. Aſſurance of: here and hereafter. 
AMat.6.32,33, Rom.5.1. 2 C0r.1.12. 
Pſ. 16. 11. 1 Thefſ. 4.17. the moſt 

Tit. 2. 11,12, iweet and noble Duties it requires 
of us: Deut. 10. 12. Mic. 6. 8. 
1 Foh. 5. 3. Theſe do highly evince 
the peculiar Excellency of our Re- 
ligion, and - ſhould be great Oblj- 
gations and Per{waſives to. us, to 
perfect} Holineſs in the Fear of Gad, 
2 Cov. 7. 1. to be ſeriaus lincere 
Chriſtians. 


The Words have two Parts 
conſiderable. 


p Firſt ; Agrippa's Confeſſion, That 
St. Paul bad almoſt won him to be 4 
Chriſtian. 

' Secondly ;, St. PauPs Roply by way 
_ of Petition, including Aprippa, Ber- 
Mice, and all that were his Hearers 


Al 


—_ az BA 


Flis Daty explained, &c. 


at. that, time; I would to God, that 
not quay thou, but alſo all that hear me 
this Day, &c. | 


_ The former, viz. Agrippa's Con- 


fejſon, may be refplyed into this 
Propoſstion or Conclufion : © 


Conchuſ.:. The Afiniſtry or Preach- 
ing of the Word, if rightly enter- 
tained, ts of great Efficacy and 
Foree in the Hearts of them that 

. bear it. 


Agrippa was fo far convinced by. 
St, Paul's Diſcourſe, that he was al- 
oft in a mind to have turd Chr: - 
tian. And whenthe fame Perſon 
preach'd to Felix, AQs 24. v. 25. 
and difcour fed of Righteauſmeſs, Tem- 
peranse, and Fudgment ts came, things 


_ that Fekx never us'd to trouble his 


Head with, he awakened his Con- 
ſeience, made. kim call his Sins to 
remembrance, and put him into a 
Fit: of trembling « And he had no _ 
other way to compoſe himſelf, but 

by.adjourning the tarther handling 
of. that Subject. Had Great Aden, 
and-indeed the generality of Men, 
ſych-faithful Preachers, 16 might be 


Eph. 6. 17. 
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a great Means to hinder them in: 


their Carreer of Sin 3- it would put 


them upon more ſober and ſerious. 


Conſideration of their. Doings, and 
ſo much help to'mend the World. 


God's Word 1s not Vox & praterea” 
nihil, a meer Eccho or empty Sound.,. 


that goes as it comes ; but it leaves 


great Effects, great Prints and Im- 


preſſions behind it. 'Tis the Sword 
of the Spirit, and it makes great 
Conqueſts, . obtains many Vitories 
in the World : Tis (in the Apo- 
ſtle's Phraſe, Heb. 4. 12.) quick 
and powerful, and ſharper than 


any two-edged Sword, piercing e- 


ven to the dividing aſunder of Soul 


and Spirit, and of the: Joints and - 


Marrow, and 1s a Diſcerner of the 


Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. - 
Theſe Expreſſions ſet out to us the 


moſt hidden and ſecret Parts of a 


Sinner, that no natural Reaſon can 


pierce into and diſcover ; yet the 
Word of God can ſearch into them. 
Whether they be Saints or Sinners, 


God's Word will find them out, F 
and either ſpeak Comfort or Ter- | 
ror to them. Jer. 23. 29. Is not my 
Word like Fire, ſaith the Lord; and 
like an Hammer, that breaks the Rock 


m 
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- Hi Duty explained, &Cc. 
in pieces? As to thoſe Perſons of - 
Agrippa's Temper, it does not only 
put them upon conſideration of 
their Ways, as it did Felix, but al- 
ſo. upon ſome kind of good Delires 
and Reſolutions, with Balaam, 
Numb, 23. 10. It had ſo greatan 
Impreſſion upon Demas, as to wind 
him up to a great and notable Pro- 
teſſion of Religion, He followed St. 


Paul, was his Fellow-Labourer, and Col. 4. 14- 
with him at Rome a conſiderable Fhilem. ». 24, 


time ; though at laſt the Love of the 
World overcame the Love of the 
| Word; 2 Tim. 4. 10. Julian the 
Apoſtate was a Profeſſor of Religion, 
and a Reader in the Church, and 
continued a Chriſtian till he laid a- 
ſide the Word; and entertained 
the Writings of Libanius an Hea- 
then, and then he ſoon laid aſide 
his Chriſtianity. It has won and 
per{waded many to a conſiderable 
Reformation : 2 Pet. 2. 20. weread 
-of ſome, who had eſcaped the Pollu- 
tions of the World, through the Know- 
ledg of the Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chriſt. They were ſo far convinced 
and prevail'd with by the Preach- 
ing of the Apoſtles, as to abſtain 
roms pay > WES" ILPOens, 

Tnat 


Rom. 1. 16. 
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that moſt of the World praiſed 
and lived in. So Herod; Mark 6:20. 
feared John, knowing that he was a 
1u5F Man and an holy, and obſerved 
him ; and when he heard him, he did 
many "things, and heard him gladly. 
He was ſo taken with Fobn's Perſon 


 andPreaching, that he brought hin 


to his Court, made him his Chaplain, 
reverenc?d him as a juſt and holy 
Man, and did many things by his 
Counſel and Inftruction. 

And then, as to all ſincere Be- 
lievers, and faithful Chriftans, the 


Word of God, and the Miniſtry of 


it, 1s the great Inftrumental Canfſe 
of their Converſzon ; Jam. 1. 18. Of 
irs own Will begat be =, by the Word 
of Truth, that we ſhould be a kind of 
farst fruits of his Creatures, God in- 
deed is the great Efficient Cauſe of 
Regeneration and Genverſionz v 
17, 18. but then the Inſtrumental 
Cauſe, the Means that God makes 
uſe of, is the Word of Truth ; Joh. 
15. 3. 1 Cor. 4.15, This ſeems to 
be the ſtanding fertled Inſtrument, 
and Means of Repeneration and 
Salvation to the End/of the World: 
Some indeed have beex of opinion, 
_ wu Gonyerlion of the Jews will 
| not 
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His Duty explained, &c, 
not be effefted by the ſame Means, 
and in the Cle Manner with that 
of the Gentiles ;, 4. e. by the Preach-. 
ing of the Word ; but by a vi/able 
Appearance of Chrift. This /Votion 
of theirs is grounded moſtly upon 
two Scriptures ; Zech. 12. 10. They 
ſhall took upon bim whom they have 
pierced ;, 1. e, in their Senſe, they 
ſhall behold Chriſt in the Clouds as 
he was pierced by them. They 
make St. Paul's Converſion, by an 
extraordinary Light ſhining round 
about him, and a Voice from Hea- 
' ven, to be a Type and Pattern of 
the Manner of the Fews Converſi- 
on, according to that other Scrip- 
tore, 1 Tim. 1. 16, that the Mercy 
be obrained might be a Pattern for 
them which ſhould after believe on 
Chris# to Life everlafting. Beit fo, 
as they would have or ſuppoſe it to 
be, yet *tis by a Revelation of that 
which is the Subſtance and Founda- 
tion of the Goſpel, even Chris him- 
ſelf : However, this i is an extraor- 
dinary Cafe, and does not contra-. 
dict or overthrow the former 
Truth, That the Word of God, 
and particularly the Miniftry and 
Preaching of it, 1s the appointed 
ordina- 
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ordinary Means of Converſion and 
Salvation. The Word it ſelf is a 
rational Inſtrument ; its Argu- 
ments are weighty afd ſubſtantial, 
ſtrong and powerful, and apt w 
convince the Conſcience. ?Tis 
not like the Jewi/h Talmud or Book 
of Traditions, or like the Alco- 
ran or Turkiſh Bible, full of emp- 
ty Conceits and frivolous Imperti- 
nencles ; but full of cogent and 
convincing Arguments. It ſhews 
Religion and Chriſtianity to be 
Aoywn AuTeax, both agreeable to 
the Word of God, and to that Rea- 
ſon that God has implanted i in the 
Soul of Man. It has Arguments of 
Fear and "Terror on one fide; and 
of Love, of bleſſed Hope, of Glo- 
ry and Immortality on the other 
ſide, all of greateſt Weight and 
Concerament: So that (as a judi- 
cious Author takes notice) © *tis 
« a Wonder of Wonders, that 
«© People ſhould be led in ſuch Cap- 
<« tivity and Slavery to their Luſts; 
<«< that though they ſit and hear, 
« and are convinced, yet they be- 
& lheve not. But. let us ſtill wait 
» God in the Uſe of the Word: 
is God's Appointment, ?tis his 
own 
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own Inſtitution ; and it's dange- 

rous to neglect the known and or- 

dinary Ways of Grace, to neglet# Heb. 2. 3+ 

ſo preat Salvation as we have ſet be- 

fore us in the Goſpel. Labour to 

be convinc'd of the Neceſlity of 

the Means in order to 'the End. 

Rom. 10. 17. Faith comes by bear- 

ing, and bearing by the Word of God, 

Wiſdom's Dole is given at Wiſ- 

dom's Gate: Prov. 8. 34. Bleſ- 

ſed is the Man that. heareth me, 

watching daily at my Gates, wait- 

ing at the Poſts of my Doors. 

Let us ſtill lie at the Pool, as 

the decrepit Man did, and God's John $:6,7,8. 
Means will prove ſucceſsful in 

_ God's Time. 


From the latter part of the 
words, viz. St. PauPs Rejoinder 


or Reply, we may infer this other 
Concluſion. 


_ Concluſ. 2. They that will be Chri- 
ſtians indeed, ſer not only be 


Almoſt, but Altogether Chri- 
ſtians. 


This is the Truth chiefly deſign- 


ed to be inkſted upon, In this Me- 
G 000. 
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thod. 1. Acquainting with the 
Cauſes, whiy there are ſo few that 
become Altogether Chriſtians. 2. 
The Reaſons why it concerns us to 
be Altogether Chriſtians. 3. Lay- 
ing down ſome praQical Inferen- 
ces and Directions. 


Fir, There are ſeveral Exter- 
nal Impediments that hinder 
People from being Altogether 
Chriſtians. 

Secondly, There is ſomething In- 
ternal, ſome inward Cauſe 
why they are not Altogether 
Chriſtians. 


Cauſes Extern, The firſt External Cauſe 1s, A 
1. conceited: Difficulty or Im poſlibili- 
ty in Mens Hearts, of attaining to 
this ſound and compleat State of 
_ Chriſtianity. And therefore they 
either ſit ſtill and move not at all 
towards it, or elſe ſit down in the 
mid-way. As *tis a known Paſ:- 
Socrar. Ecclef. ſage in Eccleſaaſtical Hiſtory, of Pam- 
Hiſt. 1,4. c.18- bo an unlearned Man, who came to 
his Friend, and deſired him to 
teach him a Pſalm. He began with 
Pſal. 39. But as ſoon as Pambo had 
heard the firſt Verſe of it read, I 
14 ; .. 1.90 . 
: = * ſaid 


His Daty explained, &c., 

ſaid I will take heed to my Ways, that 
I offend not with my Tongue ; he 
would not hear the Second, but 
went away, ſaying, This one Verſe 
is enough for me, if I learn it as1 
ought to do: And when his In- 
ſtru&tor Teproved him for ſtaying 
away ſo long, and not coming to 
take out a new Leſſon in fix Months 
time; he told him, that he had not 
as yet well learn'd the firſt Verſe: 
And when one of his Acquaintance 
asKd him, many Years after, whe- 
ther he had yer learmd that Verſe? 
he told him, that in nineteen Years 
he had ſcarce learned practically to 
fulfil that one Line. Chriſtianity 
would indeed be a tedious and im- 
poſſible thing at this rate. So 
when we preach up and preſs the 
Doctrines of Self-denial, taking 
up the Croſs, loving our Enemies, 
 mortifying our Luſts, deſpiſing the 
World, &c. many are apt to ſay, 
or think at leaſt, as the Diſciples 
ſaid in another Caſe; Thi 1 an 
bard Saying ; Who can hear it ? Who 
can praQtiſe theſe things ? Though 
none can learn or praQtiſe them 
perfe&ly, yet all true Chriſtians, 
through the Grace of God, can 
Ca follow 


John 6. 60. 
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follow and fulfil the Rule Evange- 
lically. We read, in the ſame Hi- 
ſtorian, of 1/5 dorus an holy Perſon, 


who gave this Teſtimony of him- 


_ ſelf; That for the ſpace of forty 


Years his Mind had not conſented 
to Sin; and that he had never 
yielded to fleſhly Luſt, or furious 
Anger. Chriſt himfelf has given 
this moſt endearing Teſtimony and 
Character of his Religion ; Mar. 
11. 30. My Yoke ts eaſy, and my 
Burden ts light - ?T1s light and eaſy, 
pleaſant and delighttul to an holy 


Perſon that has us'd it, and 1s ac- 


s Foh, 5. 3. 


cuſtom'd to it, I delight to do thy 
Wilt, O my God, ſays Holy David, 
Pal. 40. 8. Though that Scrip- 
ture ſeems to be appropriated to 
Chriſt, yet ?tis true both of Dav1d, 
and of all God's People. The Ser 
vice of Chriſt is certainly much 
cafier than the Slavery of Sin: *Tis 
no more burden to a pious devout 
Soul, than the Wings are to the 
Bird, wherewith it flies aloft. To 
\uch Perſons God's Commandments 
are not grievous : They do not find 
them Impoſſtbilites, wa they oe 
through all Difficulties,” being an 
mated and encouraged by that ex- 


ceeding 
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ceeding great and glorious Re- 
ward promiſed and aſlured to 
thoſe who keep Chriſt's Command- - 
ments. 

2, The Examples of others. The 
World is much governed and 
guided by Exaraple, eſpecially of 
the Great Ones, and the Wiſe and 
Learned of the World. As Chil- 
dren are apt to write by the Pa- 
rents Copy; 1o are all Inferiours 
ready to ſteer by the Compaſs of 
their Superiours. Thus the Hea- 
then Poet perſonates a young Man, 
who, from the wicked Practices of 
their pretended Deities, draws th's 
Concluſion ; Ego Homuncio non fa- 
cerem > When Saul fell upon his 
Sword, his Armour-bearer, ſeeing 
the King do fo, fell alſo upon his 
Sword and kid himſelf, Thus ma- 
ny are apt to follow the Examples 
of Great Ones, tho they lead them 
Into Eternal Death and Deſtruci- 


on. The Courtiers of Alexander Bp Taylor's 
counterfeited his wry Neck ; and 5 COP. 1 80, 


the Servants of the S:c:11an Tyrant "* 
pretended themſelves dim-{ighted, 

becauſe the Prince was ſhort- ight- 
ed. And the Ethiopians, as Dio- 
dorus relates, lame themſelves, if 
G:3 their 
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their King be lame. Thus Men 
take pleaſure in imitating the out- 
ward Deformities of ſuch Per- 
{ons, and much more their inward 
Vices and Immoralities, when they 
make them appear publick and vi- 
tible to the World, They are apt 
to plead, We ſee Great Perſons, 
they prophane the Sabbath, they 
ſpend their Time in vain and wick- 
ed Company, they take no care of 
Praying, Reading, and other Fa- 
mily-Duties ; and ſhall we pretend 


Perſons do ? And thus many fin, 
as it were,cum Privilegio, under the 
Shelter and Patronage of Great 
Perſons. So for us who are Prea- 
chers of the Goſpel, and are, by 
our Profeſſion, Teachers of others, 
we ſhould be greatly careful to do 
it by our Example as well as Do- 
&rine., The World takes more 
notice of what we do, than of what 
In veſte labes WC ſay 3 and a ſmall Spot or Ble- 
candidi eft in- MIHNh in us, is: ſoon diſcern'd, cen- 
ſignior. Fyzl, fur'd by ſome, and imitated by 
Apol, others. Therefore our Carriage 
and Converſation ſhould be ſuch as 
may adorn the Goſpel, that the Mini- 


to do better than they ! ſhall not . 
we be excugd for doing what ſuch ' 


”y 
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ſtry be not blamed, 2 Cor. 6. 3. Ided dererio- 
and that the Goſpel be not evil ſpoken "<5 fumus,quia 


of ; that others, by our exemplary 


meliores efle 
debemus.Sa7v. 


walking, may be won to true Chri- qe G46, 1. 4. 


ſtianity ; according to that Com- 
mand of Chriſt to his Apoſtles, 
Mat. 5. T4, 15, 16. St. AuguStine 


obſerves of St. Fohn the Bapti#t, Bp Brownrig's 
that, though he wrought no Mi- Sm. Mat.r1. 
racles, his Holy Converſation was 12 #% 1: 


as effectual as Miracles to prevail 
with the People. And the want 
of this was moſt ſadly viſible in 
the Days of the Prophets before 
the Captivity, Fer. 6. 13. Ho. 4. 
9. and alſo in our Saviour's Time : 
The wicked Lives of the Scribes - 
and Phariſees, who were the Tea- 
chers of the Church in thoſe Days, 
had infected the whole Age with 
Looſneſs and Prophaneneſs. When 
ſuch Men fall into Sin, they fall 
like Men in a Croud, drawing ma- 
ny others down with them. How 
careful ſhould we be of our whole 
Behaviour, both that our Actions 
be Inoffenſive and Exemplary, and 
our Speech Grave and Serious ? 


Nuge, in ore Sacerdotis, ſunt Blaſ- Biſhoy Wilking 
phemiz. How many are drawn into 5203s. p. 
Sin, and how many are hardned in 3*": 


GC 4 Sin 


W 24 | The Altogether-Chriſtian , 


Sin by our Carriage and Example ? 
Who 1s there but has cauſe to pray 
with St. Auguſtine, Lord, deliver me 


from my other Mens Sins 2 We muſt. 


not only anſwer for our own Sins, 


but the Sins of other Men, if by 


our Example we have been the oc- 
cation of them. The want of good 
Examples, eſpecially in ſuch Per- 
ſons as we have been ſpeaking of, 
Is doubtleſs a Means of keeping a 
great many Ignorant prophane 
Ones in Impenitence and Unbe- 
liet, ſo that they never enter the 
Tents of true Chriſtianity. Too 
many, alas, are ready to ask that 
Queſtion, John 7. 48. Have any of 
the Rulers, or of the Phariſees, be- 
| Tentantautem [1eved on him? Though ( as Theo- 
Illis perſuade- phy}gd obſerves) tis a very foolfh 
re ſtulto valde 2, ment that 15 there made uſe of. 
Cxus hoc cri- 1 PE Apoſtle has given an anſwer 
men 2Chriſti? tO it, 1 Cor. 1. 26. Not many wiſe 
vel eorum qui 2/en after the Fleſh, not many Migh- 
non credide- ty, not many Noble are called. Oi 
runes 19)” Ieres tadkMev iadlgdrony. Chry- 
* **. ſoſtom. in Loc. The. Unlearned are 
ſooner and more eaſily perſwaded - 

For ( as that Father adds) they are 

free frons that great Arrogance and 

Pride, of thinking themſelves wiſe, 

It 
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It grew toa Proverb, in Times of 
Popery, That Hell was pav'd with 
Prieſts ſhaven Crowns, and great 
Mens Head-pieces. God has not 
left us to live by Example, but by 
Rule : He has given us 4 more ſure 
Word of Prophecy, 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
whereunto 1t Concerns us all to take 
heed. We are to follow none any x Cor. 11. 1. 
further, than they follow Chriſt 
and the Goſpel-Rule ; where they 
leave that, we mult leave them. 
The beſt of Men, they are but Nec ego re, 
Men, ſubject to Errors, to Humane Þ<c ru me, ſed 
Frailties and Infirmities : ſo that —_ —— 
where they differ irom Chriſt, 'tis Ae. On 
our Duty to differ from them. 
The Comment ( as one ſpeaks well ) Gurnal's Chi. 
muZ$F be followed nu further than it frian Armour, 
agrees with the Text, We ſhould TT 3 Pe373- 
propound to our ſelves the moſt hoiftia.: 
perfect and excellent Pattern, the 0 Hong 
beſt and moſt exa&t Copy, The Life Nominis, ita 
of the Holy Feſus, which 1s inſtead fint imiratores 
of a thouſand Examples : And tho Sandtiratis. 
we cannot draw. one Line or Let- ww 
ter ſo exact as the Copy, yet our 
Eye ſhonld ſtill be upon it, looking 
unto Jeſus, Heb. 12. 2. As for. 
Patterns of our own Rank and Na- 
ture, we mult be followers of them, 

Heb. 


Dat. 19. 22. 
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Heb. 6. 12. im Faith and Patience, 
and every Grace and Vertue, 


wherein they have followed or do 
follow the Great Exemplar ; but 


| yet muſt ſtudy to out-do, and out- 


£0 the beſt Pattern of the beſt 


Saints that ever were in the 
World. 


3. Too much Love of the World. 
This was the great Cauſe why 


Chriſt and the young Man could 


not agree ; he had great Poſſeſſuons, 
and was greatly in love with them. 
This too was the Caſe of Demas, 
2 Tim. 4. 10. He hath forſaken me 
({ays St. Paul) having lou'd this 
preſent World. Some indeed have 
made a Queſtion, whether Demas 
did wholly caſt off his Profeſſion of 
Religion, or only left St. Paul for a 
time, and went to Theſſalonica about 
fome worldly Occaſions, and fo re- 
turned again : - and therefore the 
Senſe they give of that Phraſe, 
Having lov'd this preſent World, 
comes to no more than only mind- 
ing his worldly Buſineſs : but it's 
more probable, that. being frighted 
with St. PauPs Danger, he wholly 
left him, and got at a great Di- 
ance from Nero's Court. He em- 
fp brac'd 
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brac'd the World with too much Res licitz fiunr 
Delight and Contentment, as his pr f1 Di- 
ſummum Bonum, his chief Happi- i 
neſsand Portion, and therefore pre- tur. Satmeron. 
fers it before Chriſt. This is a great in Parab,Evang. 
Enemy to true Religion, a great 

Let and Hindrance from keeping 

Chriſt's Commands. We muſt 

deny not only Ungodlineſs, but alſo 

worldly Lusts, 1, e. all unlawful De- 

ſires and Luſtings after ſecular 

earthly things, before we can live 

ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 

preſent World, Tit. 2. 12. While 

theſe Fetters and Ulogs are upon 

you, you cannot run the Race that 15 Graviores ca- 
ſet before you, Heb. 12. 1. unleſs you tenas induir 
lay aſide theſe, you can no more NO, _ 
run the Chriſtian Race of ſincere - oF 
Obedience, than a Man that's tied Aringunt, 76r- 
by the Heels, or layed in Irons, can tian. lib, ad 
perform a bodily Race. When the Martyrcs. 
Heart is ſtuft up with the Dregs of 

Earth, there is no room for the Im- 

preſſions of Heaven. Whoever is 

under the Government of theſe 

Luſts, can mo more believe (as *tis 

the Compariſon of a Learned Di- Charno:h,vol.2, 
vine) than a Man lying under an Pp. 738+ 
Heap of Rubbiſh, or at the Bottom of 

the Sea, can ſee the Glory of the Hea- 

Vens, 
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Mens avari ſe- vens, The Intentneſs of the Eye up- 
ana P tage on one Obje&, hinders it from the 
Aria, ſemper VIEW of another, that may be more 
aurum,ſemper Excellent. Therefore holy David 
argenrum vi- prays, Pf. 119. 37. Turn away mine 
der: grarius 1n- Eyes from bebolding Vanity ; 1.e. with 
= <1 Admiration and inordinate Af- 
ke, &. Ffeftion. An inordinate Delight in 
Anbr.in Salme- the Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures 
ron. Parab. E- of this World, diverts Multitudes 
vang. p. 172 from Chriſt and true Chriſt:ansty. 
This was, and is ſtill the Root of 

the Fews Oppoſition to Chriſt : The 
Corner-Stone 1s therefore reje&Fed, (as 

the Learned Author fore-named 

expreliles it) becauſe it ſquard not 

with that Fabrick of worldly Greatneſs 

and Wealth, they had ereed. And 

O how many, who live in the Tents 

of Chriſtianity, and name the Name 

of Cbriſt, are ſo bewitcld with this 

fatal. Circe, that they are not only 

Strangers to true Religion, but e- 

ven Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, 

Phil. 3. 18, 19. Profit, Pleaſure 

and Preferment are the Great Idol 

that the Generality of the World 

falls down to. And ſuch Loye of 

the World can never conſiſt with 

x Joh. 2. 15. the true Love of God, or a State 
of Grace and Goſpel-Sincerity. This 

IS 


Hu Duty explained, &c. 
is diametrically oppoſite, directly 

contrary to the End of Chriſs 

Death, and the Deſign of hs Rel:- 

gion ; Gal. 1.4. He gave bimſelf for 

our Sins, that be might deliver us from 

this preſent evil World. Here are the 

Flats and Quick-ſands that are rea- 

dy to ſhipwrack and ſwallow us up, 

the Rocks that ſo many have ſplit 

upon ; and the Deſign of Chriſs 

Death was to deliver us from theſe. 

The great Uſe that a Chriſtian 

makes of the Croſs, is to crucify him 

_ to the World; Gal. 6. 14. God for- CiSvorexeu- 
bid that I ſhould glory, -ſave in the ows wargew- 
Croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom 7T*&!+ vm 

the World 1s crucified unto me, and [ Bf og . 
unto the World. All theſe tempo- 5754. 

ral things, Applauſe, Honour, Chryſoſt.Com- 
Riches, that appear ſo magnificent menr.talocum. 
to others, are dead to me, as Chryſo- 

ſftom comments upon that Text : 

Such (he adds) #t behoves a Chriſti- 

an to be, and to have this Scripture 

always im his Mouth. Nothing (ſays 

he) 1s more bappy, more bleſſed than 

this Mortification : This is the Foun- 

dation of a bleſſed Life, When the 
Vanity of earthly Pomp and Glory 
is difcovered, diſeſteemed and de- 
ſpiſed, then the Croſs of Chriſt has 
| prody- 
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produced its bleſſed Effeats upon 
us, and the Chriſtian Life advan- 
ceth apace. 
| 4. A proud and vain Conceit of 
our own Righteouſneſs. This was, 
of old, the great Partition-wall 
that kept the Phariſees and their 
Diſciples from embracing Chriſti- 
anity, when Chriſt himſelf was here 
upon Earth : Luke 18. 9g. They 
truſted in themſelves that they were 
© righteous ;, that they had Righteouſ- 
neſs enough of their own, and ſo 
- never ſought after Chri# and his 
Righteouſneſs. Our Firſt Parent, in- 
deed, had a perſonal and perfe& 
Righteouſneſs : It was as natural to 
him to be righteous, as now it 1s to 
his Poſterity to be unrighteous. 
God had imprinted this Righteouſ- 
neſs, and engraven his own holy 
Image upon him ; and it was poſhi- | 
ble for him to have continued in 
that holy and happy State : But 
Adam being left to himſelf, ſoon 
left that upright and bleſſed Con- 
dition. Our Firſt Parents were not 
contented with their preſent State, 
but aimed at higher things, and 
ſtudied new Ways of making them- 
ſelves more wiſe and happy 200 
| God 
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God. had made them, and fo readi- 
ly hearkened to the Suggeſtions of 
the Devil to that end. Thus they 
fell with all their Children in their 


Arms, and we have allof us got 
an Hurt thereby : Their Sin has 
defiled our Nature, and now our 


Nature defiles us : So that the A- Homo eſt in- 
poltle, when he had divided the obey Deca- 


whole World into Few and Gentile, 
Rom. 3.9. was not afraid to lay 
them all 1n the Dirt together, Yer. 
IO. There 1s none Righteous, 110 not .. 
one. If God would fave all the © 
| World for the ſake of one ſuch / 


Tis WE J 


Righteous Man, he could not be This 


found. Yet vain Man would be 
wiſe, and would be thought Righ- 
teous, tho he be born like a wild Aſſes 
Colt, Job 11.12, For Man to for- 
fake, not only his /znful Self, but 
his righteous Self, 1. e. his beſt Per- 
formances, Accompliſhments, and 
Excellencies, (which he muſt do 
before he can come to Chriſt, and 
| becomea true Chriſtian) this goes 
ſore againſt the Grain of corrupt 
Nature. Righteouſneſs by Works 
was the fir Liquor that was put int 
the Veſſel, (as a curious Pen ex- 
preſles it) and it ſtill retains the 

Tang 


thod of G race, 
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' Tang and Savour of it, and will do 
ſo to the endof the World. Thus it 
was with the Jews, Rom. 10. 3. 
They being 1gnorant of God's Righ- 
teouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs, have not ſub- 
mitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs 
of God. It needs a great deal of 
Submiſſion and Condeſcenſion, to 

| be contented to be beholden to the 
Grace and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
There is much Pride as well as Ig- 
norance in the Hearts of Men by 
gs Nature. They wowt go abroad 

* This Canalevf for that which they think they 

- any oy have, or may have at home ; they 

lighted up, befor 3TC Very hardly perſwaded to be 

there was ary beholden to this borrowed Righteouſ- 

Thiefin it, even neſs, There is a Party of Men now 

_ Fogg _ in the World, and (which is more 

reſtrained Lighe, £24) in the* Chriſtian part of it, 

AndadamsCan- Who deny the Eternal Divinity of 

ale aſpiring to be the Son of God, and by conſe- 

eh bas burnt quence his Imputed Righteouſneſs. 

p an. They ſet up Humane * Reaſon as 

Undeſtandings the Supreme Fudg and Standard of 

are glad to wink All that is Sacred and Divine, and 

at ſome dazling have almoſt brought it to this, that 
9bjeis.Culver- (as the Poets feign of Phaeton, 
wel 5 THI 9 when he ſought to guide the Cha- 

Nao. riotof the Sun, for a time, he had 


. 104, 105, | 
n Os ; like 


- 
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like to have burnt the Earth ; fo 
theſe Adorers of Reaſon have dri- 
ven that Chariot ſo furionſly and 
ſo far, that) they have gone very 
near to deſtroy both Reaſon and 
Religion at once. The fartheſt 
that we can fately go with Reaſon, 
1s ( as a diſcerning Author, Iately 
living, declares) to reſt in a full 
Evidence, that what we are called 
to believe 1s of Divine Revelation. 
Theſe Perſons ( as he adds) ſhut the 
Door for Fews and Pagans, ( and, I 
may add, for themſelves too) that 
they ſhould enter in at to the Chriſti- 
an Faith, Theſe Opinions will *: = _bF 
ſooner make Men of Agrippa's Re- _ a 
ligion, than perſwade them to be ,35;Jzr nas 
of ChriſPs Religion. St. Paul was vw #} wire 
a Perſon of as great Learning and 74n0&- ©zoy 
Reaſon, as (tis to be hop'd) theſe T9, 
Men can pretend to ; and yet he Conddinls a 
had learwd another kind of Leſſon gz7u 4% is; 
than theſe ſeem to be acquainted, ©. Ignat.Ep. 
with. Who could diſplay ſuch a #4 Antioch. 
Banner of his own Excellency. 
both as to External Privileges, and 
Moral Qualifications, as St. Paul 
could ? Phil. 3.5, 6. And yet he 
look'd upon them all bur as Pebles 
that hide the great Pearl of Price : 

= He 


Tay "Los 


Dr. Manton's 


Treat. of Selj- 


denial. 


ſer. 23» 6» 


The Altogether-Chriſtian ; 


He accounted them all but loſs in com- 
pariſon of Chriſt and bis Righteouſ- 
neſs, Ver.7,3,9, Who had plead- 
ed and diſputed more for the Ro- 
miſh Doctrine of Merit and Good 
Works, than Cardinal Bellarmine ? 
And yet when he came to die, he 
could not but acknowledg the Me- 
rits and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt as 
Via Tutior, the ſatelt Argument bh 
plead upon. © Whatever Men 
«© may babble in the Schools, yet 
«© when they come to plead with 
«« God, there 1s no Claim will ſerve 
< their Turn, but the Righteoul- 
<* neſs of Chriſt. They may di- 
ſpute with Men, ſuch as themſelves; 
but when they come to diſpute 
with their own Conſciences, in the 
Agonies of Death, then they will 
cry out, 1t 1s belt to lean upon the 
Merit of Chriſt. This ts his. Name 
whereby he ſhall be called, Jehovah- 
tiidkenu, The Lord our Righteouſ-- 
neſs. An eminent proof, both of 
the Divinity of Chriſt, and our 
Juſtification by his Righteouſneſs. 
His true Diſciples will call and ac- 
count, and truſt in him as ſuch, as 
the Prophet there foretels. He who 


4 Cor. 5. 21. knew no Sin, was made Sin (2 Sa- 


crifice 


YT * 
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crifice for Sin) for us ; that we might 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God itt 
him, | 
$. The DeviPs Power and Subtle: 
ty. The Devil, by the Sin of Man, 
is become the God of this World : 
And the greateſt part of the 
Works done in the World, 1s to 
enlarge his Kingdom. How many 
Parts of the World are totally un- 
Uer his Dominion, and do even 
make him the Obj 7 of their Wor- 
Whip ? as the Pagani did of old, 
.1 Coy. 10. 20, 21. though not in- 
tentionally : In ſome Parts of the 
Tadies, their dire& and peculiar 
Worſhip is to the Devil, that he 
may not hurt them. And 'tis fad 
to conſider how dreadfully, in all 
Parts of the World, that wicked 


Spirit, that Prince of the Power of Ephef, 24 2 5. 


the Air, works and rules in the Chil- 
aren of Diſobedience. Thete is no 
Place in the World that can ſecure 
a Man from his Temptations. He 
is the great Peripatetick, that goes 
to and fro, that takes his Circuit 
thorow and about the whole 


World. He goes about, not only Tlecyrm7el, 
Zion, but as a ſubtle * Pet. 5. 8, 


as a Yoarm 
Serpent, ſeeking whont he niay te- 
D 2 ont 
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vour. He is diligent, reſtleſs and _ 
unwearied in his Endeavours, firſt 
to circumvent and deceive, and 
then to devour Souls, He envies 
the Condition of Man, and there- 
tore ſeeks to keep him out of that 
Paradiſe and Happineſs that he 
himſelf has loſt, and to pull him 
into that Miſery he himſelf is 
plung*d into. His greateſt Malice 
and Deſign is 4gainſt the Souls of 
Men ; none but the beſt Room in 
the Houſe will ſerve this unclean 
Spirit : Here he would take pol- 
ſeſſion, and fix his Habitation : 
Theſe ,he would devour, 1 Pet. 
5. 8. he wonld drink them, {ſwal- 
low them down at a draught, 
as the Greek word ( 47zm 
PPT doth ſignify. 

xd Solamen Thoſe deſperate and reſtleſs Spi- 


CO rits have no other pleaſure, but 
2 


nunt perditi 12 Dringing us. 70 the ſame Miſery 
perdere. Mit. themſelves are in, as is well obſerv*d 
Fel, by an Antient Chriſtian Writer. 
And how many Wiles and Depths, 

how many. Methods and Arts are 

> made uſe of by them for this: pur- 
pole ? The Devil. is the molt an- 
tient and, cunning Sophiſter in the 

World: He deceiy'd our Firſt Pa- 
FROG d "oo 
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rents in their State of Innocence, 
and durſt undertake to diſpute with 
Michael the Arch-Angel, Jud. v.g. 
And well may we ſay with the A- 
poſtle, We are not ignorant of his 
Devices, 2. Cor. 2. II. - SO that if Arrowſmith's 
the Chriſtian Church of old prayed Tat. Sacra, 
to be delivered from Auguſtine's ** **: 
Logick, before his Converſion, we 
{tand in great need to pray to be 
delivered from Satan's Sophiſtry, 
which is far more cunning and dan- 
gerons, How many are ſeduced 
by his Arts, and drawn away from 
the Truth, to entertain and propa- 

ate Errors ? How are others kept « ;.x ln 
mn the Profeſſion and Practice py od 5 
Religion, by looking upon that fumo przſen- 
monſtrous Face, that the Devil and tis honoris, vel 
his Inſtruments have painted itn 
with ? In ſhort, How 1s the gene- ,qm,uciſtanon 
rality of the World kept in Igno- videant,neque 
rance of, or filled with Hatred and confiderent, 
Prejudice againſt Religion and the _ de good 
Ways of Holineſs ? * The God of oanarn, lg 
this World blinds the wicked nbe- tus,g oculos a- 
licving World, hoodwinks them, periat poena, 
throws Duſt in their Eyes, that 9u0s clauſerar 
they may not ſee the Deformity be focnr we 
and Danger of Sin, nor the Beauty pelicirace, C43» 
and Loyelineſs of Chriſt and Ho- p. 98, | 
es 5 > lineſs, 


3s 
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lineſs. If our Goſpel be hid ( fays 


| the Apoſtle) #t is hid ro them that 


are loſt, 2 Cor. 4.3. And O how 
many are there in this dark, igno- 
rant, blind and loſt State | The 
moſt People are © beſotted with 
the World, and ſo mad upon their 
Luſts, and their Minds are ſo ob- 
{cured thereby, that it's -to be 


feared, few of them underſtand ' 


the Dodrine of the Goſpel. The 
Apoſtle gives the Reaſon of this, 
Ver.4. In whom tbe God of this World 


(the Devil) bath blinded the Eyes of || 


thoſe that believe not, leſt the Light 
of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould 


ſhine unto them. The Devil holds 


his black Hand before their Eyes, 
that they may fall blindfold into 
Hell. He deals with theſe miſera- 
ble deluded Captives, as Pliny tells 
us the Eagle does with the Stag : 


Pliny « Natural She ſettles upon bis Horns, and there 


Hiſemy. 


 Flutters about, filling bus Eyes with the 
Du# that is in her Wings, that at laſt 
he may tumble down from ſome Rock, 
and become a Prey to her. Thus the 
Devil blinds and deceives the Car- 
nal, miſerable World, keeps them 
in Ignorance, Impenitency, and Vn- 
velief, that they may the more eafi- 


ÞF 
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ly become a Prey to him. And 
as for many of the reſt, that may 
have more Senſe and Underſtand- 
ing, and may be led thereby to- 
wards Chriſt, and lifted above o0- 
thers into ſome Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion, the moſt of theſe he blinds 
and deludes one way or other, he 
keeps poſſeſſion of them by one 
reigning Sin or other, and fo at 
laſt they fall into everlaſting Miſe- 
ry and Deſtruction. 


Secondly, There is ſomething In- Cauſe Titerral, 


ternal, ſome inward Cauſe why fo 
few are Altogether Chriſtians : And 
this 1s principally and chiefly the 
Corruption and Pollution of our 
Natures, by the Fall of our Firſt 
Parents; ſfo that while Perſons 
remain in that Condition, and are 
not chang'd and renewed by the 
Grace and Spirit of God, they are 
almoſt at as great a diſtance from 
true Chriſtianity, as many of the 
Heathens are at this Day. What 


greater Teſtimonial have ſuch Per- quid caiquam 
ſons to produce for their Chriſtia- pfrodeft quod 


nity, than might have been found 
amongſt the Multitude of the Spa- 
1iſh and other Roman Converts in 


baprizatur, fi 
non juſtifica- 
tur ? Au2, de 
Civit.Dei,l.21s 
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Conſcience will do ſomething, wall 
carry a Man ſome part of the way 
towards Religion and Chriſtianity, 


but will leave him far ſhort of it. 


God gives the Conſciences of ſome 
natural Men that power and quick- 
neſs, that in many particular Acti- 
Ons they are ſeen to carry well, 
while they only follow the Light 
of Nature and Conſcience. Thus 
they are kept from groſs Sins, and 
practiſe many commendable Ver- 
_ tues, and their Conſciences wall 
not ſuffer them to do otherwiſe. 
Many of the Heathen that we may 
read of, were Juſt, Honeſt, plain- 
Dealers, would ſpeak as they 


thought; and whatever they loſt 


Or ſuffered, would not break their 
"Words. They were many of them 
{uch, as do indeed quite ſhame, 
and will condemn many that are 
called Chriſtians ; who having ba- 
niſh'd or feared Conſcience, live 
in the practice of many notori- 
ous Sins, that were not ſo much 
as named among the ſober Hea- 
thens, 1 Cor. 5.1. Now how far 
God would accept and reward this 


Moral Vertue and Philoſophical 


Probity, 
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both the Indies ? Indeed natural 


| 
þ 
| 
] 
] 
: 
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Probity, in ſuch as Ariſtides, Pha- ; 
cion, Cato, Regulus, Socrates, Sci- 
p1o, Epammondas and many others, 
is not ſo clear to determine: "Tis 
ſafeſt to leave them and their Gon- 
dition to the Great Lord and Judg 
of the Univerſe, to whom all muſt 
ſrand or ' fall, But certainly Chri- 
ſtians, who have a more clear and * ayrality tooks 
glorious Goſpel-Light and Day of that the Skin of 
Grace diſcovered and lengthned *%? Apple be 
out to them, have a greater Work #39 Reli- 

gion ſearcheth 
to do *, and a farther Journey t0 ;, che very Core, 
£0 than others have : If not, what Morality chides 
Uſe of, what Thanks due to Chriſt 9*tward Exor- 
and the Goſpel ! What Significa- _ : a 
tion and Uſe of thoſe Scriptures, CT TLY 
John 3, 3, 5+ Kom. 8. 8,9. 1 Cor. ons, Or at the 
2. 14, &c ! Chriſt indeed, when bf, in Morajigy 
he look*d upon the young Phariſee, 7-72 is 5ut a po» 
and ſaw himto be a Civil Perſon, JOE, 4 0g: 
free from foul and ſcandalous of the thats 
Crimes, is faid to have lov'd him, but in Religion 
Mark 10. 21. but no otherwiſe there is a nw 
than as we love Pictures, which aref — of ow 
pretty things to look on, and that's het ogy 
all they are good for. Chriſt had 7har's the Pow- 
an human Compaſlian tawards him, *#r of Godlineſs, 
he pitied him, as we do ſome lear-? gy 
ned moderate. Papiſts, and other gp,” ching” 
Perſons of {obey civil Converſa- run p. 52. 
| | tion : pe 


Of Wiſdom, 1.2, 


C. 3. P. 250, 
25Ts 
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n: This ſeems to be the mean- 


Ing of that Phraſe, elf: *tis not ſo 


eaſily reconciled with what our 
Saviour has exprelly declared. Mar. 
5-20, Except your Righteouſneſs, &C, 
How few are there who pray and 
labour for ſpecial, renewing 
Grace ? who ſee the Necellity of 
a Spiritual Change and Renovati- 
on ? whereby we are required to 


put on the New Man, which, after 


God, 15 created in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs, Epheſ. 4. 23, 24. I 
know not how to illuſtrate theſe 
Scriptures, and conclude this Head 
better, than in the Senſe, though 
not in the Language, of the Excel- 
lent Charron, ſpeaking of natural 
Honeſty or Goodneſs : © There re- 
« maineth yet one thing to make 
« this Work compleat and per- 
« fect, and that is the Grace of 
« God, whereby this Honeſt 

cc Goodneſs, Vertue, hath Life 

<« is brought forth in his due time, 
© and receiveth Its laſt and per- 


©« fe& Portrait; it is elevated, 


& chriſtened, crowned ; that is to 
Y - fay, accepted, verified, appro- 

*.ved by God. Honeſty is like to 
** a Good Organift, who toucheth 
«well 
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© yell and-truly, according to 

« Art: The Grace and Spirit of 
« God, is the Blaſt and Wind 
« which expreſſeth the Touch, 

« vgiveth Life, and maketh the In- 

« ſtrument to \ ſpeak, and to make 
« a pleaſant Melody. Now this 
* Good conſiſteth not in long Diſ- 

© courſe, Precepts and Inſtrutti- 
«© ons; neither is it attained by 
& our own n Proper AQ and Labour; 
<< it 1s a free Gift from Above, 
« whereof it taketh the Name 
<« Grace : but we muſt deſire it, 

& ask, implore it, both hu mbly 
< and ardently. O God, vouck- 
<« ſafe of thy Infinite Goodneſs to 
© look upon me with the Eye of 
<« thy Clemency, to accept and to 
c&« like of my Deſire, mine Eſlay, 
« my little Work, which comes 
« Originally from thee, that thou 
« mayeſt end that thou haſt begun, 

” that ſo thou mayeſt be both my 
« Alpha and Omega. Sprinkle me 
« with thy Grace, keep me, and 


EQ o& 


&« account me thine, and fo forth. 


«< Grace is not contrary to, neither 
<« doth it enforce or deſtroy Na- 
<« ture, but ſweetly it relieveth 
« and perfetteth It. So that it 

| vs © muſk 
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«© muſt not oppoſe it ſelf there- 
* unto as to 1ts Contrary, but put 
« jt on asa Crown. They are both 
« of God, they muſt not there- 
« fore be confounded ; 5 every one 
hath his Juriſdiction, his Action 
<« apart: The Organiſt, and he 
< that worketh at the Bellows, are 
«© two, ſoare Honeſty and Grace, 

« the Aftion good in it ſelf natu- 
« rally, morally, humanely, and 
<«< that by Grace made acceptable. 

« "The one without the other can 
« benobetter than es Sonans.,and 
« Cymbalum tinniens, as ſounding 
&« Braf,ora tinkling Cymbal, i Cor. 

13. I. 1. only making a Noiſe, but 
clin nothing to our Salyati- 
on: If I have nat ( ſays the Apo- 
ſtle) Aye7nv, ſincere, univerſal 
Love to Gogrand Men, which is the 
Fruit of a 50f ſaving Faith in Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, T am nothing ; it pro- 
fiteth me nothing,though my other 
Gifts and Accompliſhments be never 
ſo great, Ver. 2,3. 
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His Duty explained, &c. 
Rea. 1. It is moſt agreeable tv 
the Nature of God, and moſt be- 
coming him we ſerve, that we 
ſhould be Altogether "Chriſtians. 
God is an abſolute, perfect, holy 
Being; and we muſt be truly up- 
right, ſincere, holy Creatures, if 
we would be like im, and ſerve 
and worſhip him aright. John 4. 
24. God ts a Spirit, and they that 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in $pi- 
rit and in Truth. He 1s not Sem- 
Deus, an half God, an imperfect 
Being, but a perfect, holy, ſpiri- 


| tual Being; and therefore thoſe 


that pay a Religions Homage and 
Worſhip to him, muſt do it in a fin- 
cere and ſpiritual manner,in Truth 
and Reality. Sacrificium Deo Spi- 
ritus purus. The moſt acceptable $4- 
crifice to the Majeſty of Heaven, 15 a 
pure Heart. An'innocent Soul, an 


innocent Life. Optimus Anim, Seneca. 
pulcberrimus Dez cultus - Religiofs ſp La&anc. 


mus cultus., imitare, A pure Mind ts 
the beſt Service of God; the moft re- 
ligious worſhipping of God is to follow 
him, to imitate him, to be like him. 
A wiſe Man (ſays Charron ) ts the 
True Satrifice of the Great God, his Spi- 


rit 4s bis Temple, his Soul is bis _ 
is 
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his AfﬀeGions are his Offerings, bis 
greateſt and moſt ſolemn Sacrifice is 
to imitate bim, to ſerve and implore 
him. Toſhua tells the Hypocritical 
Ifraelites, Joſh. 24. 19. Ie cannot 
ſerve the Lord, for be 15 an boly God ; 
he is a jealous God, he will not forgive 
your Tranſgreſſions, nor your Sins, 
You that are yet unreformed and 
unreſolved, that would fain make 
a mixture of Religions, that have 
one Knee for God, and another for 
Baal, cannot ſerve the Lord in a 
ſincere and acceptable manner 3 for 
he is an holy God, and mult be ſer- - 
ved like himſelf, 5. e. truly and to- 
tally; there muſt be no halting nor 
halving in tis Worſhip : He will 
not take up with a ſeeming or ſlub- 
| bering Service. He will be ſan@:- 
fied in all thoſe that draw near unto 
bim, and will not endure Prophane- 
neſs, or hypocritical formal Pro- 
feſſion. So, if we would be like 
Chriſt, if we would be the true 
Diſciples of our Great Lord and 
Maſter, we muſt be Iſrachtes. im- 
deed, Chriſtians indeed, ſuch 
whom there 15 no guile. This is true 
Religion (as one of the Antients 
ſpeaks ) to be like bim whom we wor- 


ſhip 3. 


ſhip ;, £0 1mirate him, fo far as he 
is imitable. There is a twofold 
Hojineſs in Chriſt, (as one well 
obſerves ) the Holineſs of his Na- 
ture, and the Holineſs of his Pra- 
ctice: And this obligeth Chriſtians 
to a twotold Holineſs, viz. Holi- 
neſs 1; au primo, inthe Principles 
of it in their Hearts ; and Holineſs 
mn au ſecundo, in the practice and 
exerciſe of it in their Converſati- 
ons. *Tis true, we cannot -in all 
reſpets imitate the Holineſs of 
Chriſt ; for he is eſlentially, per- 
fectly Holy, as the Devil himſelf 
confeſſeth : Mark 1. 24. I know 
thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
God; 0 «MG-, That Holy One by 
way of Excellency and Eminency. 
But we ſhould labour to be ſincere- 

ly, Evangelically Holy, compleat 
 1n Chriſt, and ſo we may imitate 
and reſemble Chriſt. Though we 
may not attempt to.be like him in 
his Power, Majeſty or Glory, in 


Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Ho- 


walked : 


Hu Dety explained, &c. 47 b 


Deus yult nos 
CA. 1mitari non e- 
his Miracles, Signs and Wonders, jus omnipo- 

yet we may ſafely and honourably tentiam, om- 
attempt to. be like Jeſus Chriſt in aiſcientiam, 
&c. ſed bont- 


4 : & ſan- 
linefs. We ought to walk (fays the Aimn. 4 


Apoſtle, 1 John 2. 6.) even as be Lapide. 
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ſuam nos ct1- 
am ſimilitud1- 
nem fier1i, ut 
ſimus Sant!, 
ficur & ipſe 
Sanus eſt. 
Tertul. Exhort. 
ad Caft. 
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Vulrimaginem walked : How's that 2 ſaith St. Au- 


puſtine , not as he walk?d upon the 
Sea, but as he walk'd in Love and 
Charity, and doing Good : He has left 
us an Example that we ſhould follow, 
and tread in his Steps ; though we 
cannot keep equal pace with him, 
1 Pet. 2.21, In other things you 
cannot be like Chriſt, but in Grace 
and Holineſs you may be like him. 
Look as in Water, or in a Glaſs, 
Face anſwers to Face; ſo you may 
reach to that Holineſs, that in an 


'Evangelical Goſpel- Glaſs may an- 


\wer to the Holineſs of Chriſt 


himſelf. 


+ Reaf. 2. It's moſt conſonant and 
conformable to the Word of God, 
that we ſhould be Altogether Chri- 


ſtians. The Cqmmand is frequent 


and ſtrict, and does ſtrongly ob- 
Ligeln this Caſe : 1 Sam. 1 2. 24. On- 
Iy fir the Loyd and ſerve him in 


RT, - Truth, with all your Heart : We 


maſt do it without Diſſimulation, 
and without Diminution, heartily 


and thronghly. Thus God com- 


tnanded por Gen. 17.1. Iam 


- the Almighty God, walk before ne ;; 


y, 6: as becoines-one in the ” 
© 


His Duty explained, &c. 


of thy Creator, Governour, Judg, 


and Rewarder ; And be thou perfe(., 
careful to pleaſe and obey me in 
all things. Holineſs muſt run 
through our whole Lives : all the 
Parts of our Line of Life muſt be 
{treight and even before God. As 
for ſuch as turn aſade to their crooked 


Ways, (as the Planets ſteal back 


by a ſecret flow Motion of their 
own,contrary to that of the Primum 
Mobile ) the Lord ſhall lead them forth 
with the workers of Iniquity, Pfal. 
125.5, He ſhall lead them forth 
to Miſery and Puniſhment, as Ma- 


| lefactors are commonly led to the 


Place of Execution : When Peace 
ſhall be upon Iſrael, upon all that 
are true Iſrachtes, without Hypo- 
criſy and Guile. Surely, as an 
uneven Pulſe argues an unſound Bo- 
dy, ſo doth uneven walking anun- 
healthful diſtemper*d Soul. *Tis 
our Saviour*s Command to Chriſti- 
ans, Matth. 5. 48. Be ye therefore 
perfe@, cven as your Father which 15 
in Heaven is perfetF. * He does not 
ſpeak of a Legal, but Evangelical 
PerfeCtion : Not ſuch. a PerteQtion 
as the Romiſts, and others related 
_ to them, plead for, as attainable 


E and 


49 


* Non homi- 
nes, -ſed mon- 
ſtra hominum 
ſunt Pelagi- 
an, Cathari, 
Cceleſtiani, 
Donariſtz, 
Liberrini, qui 
Ex hoc loco 
(1 70b.3.9.) 
perfeaionem = 
lam ſomni- 
ant, a qua ab- 
ſunt ipfi om- 
num homi- 
num longiſſt- 
mi. Bexa, 
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and attained by many in this Life, 
but a Goſpel-Sincerity, Upright- 
neſs and Perfection. The Saints 
even in this Life (as one ſpeaks ) 
have a perfect beginning of Holi- 
neſs, becauſe they are begun to be 
ſanEtified in every Part : They are 
ſandtified throughout, in Soul, and 
Body, and Spirit, as the Apoſtle di- 
" ſtinguiſhes, 1 Theſſ. 5. 23, Tho 
every Part be not throughout ſan- 
tified, yet they are ſanCtified in 
Summum cul- every Part throughout. The Saints 
men affean- of God are intentionally perfe&t, 


res,faris hONe- thejr Deſires and Intendments bend 
ſti vel in e- 


. * that Way; *'tis the Aim of the 

— _— Saints on Earth, asit1s the Reward 
Columil, Of the Saints in Heaven. Be ye 
| tnerefore perfe?, (ſays Chriſt) not 
by way of Equality, ( that can ne- 

ver be) but by way of Analogy, of 
Reiemblance and Imitation : Per- 

feeFione partum; let Grace be 

ſound and fincere in every Part. 

God does even beg this of us, Deut. 

5-29. O that there were in them an 

Heart to fear me, and keep all my 
Commandments always, that it might 

go well with them, and with their 

Children for ever ! This is to walk 
agreeably to the Word, to the 
07 * Will 


Y 


Will and Command of God : So 
the Apoſtle enjoins and directs his 
Converts, 1 Pet. 1.15. As he that 
hath called you 15 Holy, ſo be ye Ho- 
ly in all manner of Converſation - 
& 7&0 Th eve on, in every creek 
and turning of your Lives, through 
the whole Courſe, and in the ſeve- 
ral Parts of your Converſation : or, 
in all manner of Converſation, as 
we read it, 4. e. with whomſoever 
you converſe, Believers or Infidels, 
Friends or Enemies, Relations or 
Strangers; or whatſoever Condi- 
tion ye are In, Peace or Trouble, 
Proſperity & Adverlity ; ' behave 
- your ſelves þs good Chriſtians, let 
Holineſs rug thro all ; becauſe it 15 
written, B 


Reaſ.3. We dedicated our whole 
Man to Chriſt in our Baptiſm. And 
as we are thus devoted and dedi- 
cated to Chriſt, we have aſolemn 
Oath and Engagement upon us, 
to renounce the Devil, the World, 


and the Fleſh, and to live in all new - 


and true Obedience unto Chriſt. 
Baptiſm is a vowed declared Death 
toSin, and a ſerious and ſtrict Ob- 
ligation to become the ſincere and 
| E 2 faiths 


Hu Þ aty explained, &C, 


eT 


'ye Holy, for 1 am Holy. Levit. 26,36, 
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. Crucifigimur faithful Servants of Chriſt. The 
qui in 4qu2 FYows of God are upon us, We are un- 
=> 7 rr der the higheſt and moſt ſtrict En- 
eſt fimilirudo £4gement that can be made, to dre 
crucis, mortis, to $11, and viſe again unto Righteouſ- 
 pujrur, ac 7eſ5-; continually. to mortify all 
accom oomnagg our evil ' and corrupt Aﬀettions, 
Baſil, M. de and daily to proceed in all Vertue 
Bapriimo. and Godlineſs of living. There- 
fore the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 6. 2. 
How fhall we that are dead to Sin, 
live any longer therein 2 His Argu- 
ment 1s drawn, not ab Impoſſubils, 
but av Incongruo z *tis the moſt un- 
{utable unbecoming thing that can 
S-raveos y = be. Know ye not, ('faith he, V. 3.) 
Gdatouar o- that ſo many of us as were baptized 
4g vy 6 caves 1mto Feſus Chriſt, were baptized mto 
Te Xc565 10 ls Death ? All that are baptized 


NY CE . 
<> ,:-1. inthe Name of Chriſt, are bapti- 
pluv T0 bio[io- 


v2 ore, ©» ZEA INto the Death of Chriſt ; that 
ned 7: cv, as Chrift died For Sin, they ſhould 
cavecs, y7%- die To Sin; that as they expe the 
e@-. Chry ſcſt 
Hom, 18 Loc 


'* Benefit, they ſhould expreſs the 
" Likeneſs of his Death. Therefore 
(Ver. 4.) we are buried with him by 
Baptiſm into Death , that like as 
Chriſt was raiſed up from the Dead, 
by the Giory or Power, or to the 
Glory of the Father, even ſowe alſo 
fhould walk in newneſs of Life. The 
| : Deſign 


Hus Daty explained, &c. | 
Deſign and End of that Holy Sa- 


crament and Ordinance of Bap- Lavacrum 1l- 


tiſm is, that All who are Partakers 
of it, ſhould both die to Sin, and 
this vain and empty World, and 
live a Life of Faith and Univerſal 
Holineſs, We ſhould cffter up and 
dedicate our whole ſelves, (as the 


lud obſignatio 
Eft Fidei. Tert,- 
de PWxrir. 


Apoſtle ſignifies by a Synecdoche) Rom. 12. 1. 


- Soul and Body,a l:ving Sacrifice, ho- 
ly, acceptable to God, which 15 our 
reaſonable Service: We muſt offer 
them up holy, ſound, and entire, as 
the Sacrifices under the Law were 
to be without Blemiſh or Defect : 
This is Noyirem Auledix, ſuch Ser- 
vice as Is according to the Word 
of God, ſuch as Chriſt and the 
Goſpel command and expect from 
us. Let us frequently call to mind 
our Prinutive and Original Vow wm 
Baptiſm. Luther ſpeaks of a Vir- 
gin, who, when ſhe was allaulted 
with any Temptation, either ro 
the practice of Sin, or neglect of 
Duty, was wont to return this An- 
{wer, Baptizata ſum, I am bapts- 
zed. Let us remember, that we 
are dedicated to God, and have 
taken a ſolemn Yow upon us : And 
conſider withal, That God takes no 
| | E 3 pleaſure 


o 
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Eccleſ. 5.444. pleaſure i in Fools, who make Vows, and 


break them. If we live inthe: pra- 
ftice of any known Sin, or in the 
neglect of any known Duty, we 


\ renounce or. forget our Baptiſm, 


and it had been better, a thouſand 
times, if -that Water had never. 


| been ſprinkled upon us. Ut were 


better ſcalaing Oil had been poured 
upon us, (lays one) than the Water 
of Baptiſm, if we ſtill wallow in the 
Mire, and do not live unto him, who 
died for :s, and roſe again. In this 
Sacrament we profeſs to riſe again 
with Chriſt, and therefore ſhould not 
only put off the Old Man, or Body 
of Sin, but havean earneſt Impul- 
ſion within our ſelves to the Du- 


ties of Holineſs, and be breathing 


after, and preſſing on yet more 
and more to the Purity and Perfe- 
ction of the Chriſtian Life and 
Heavenly Eſtate. 


Reaſ. 4. To he half a Chriſtian, 
runs a Man into the Sin of Spiritual 
Idolatry. As the Manichees, em- 
bracing the more antient Error of 
Cerdon and AMavrcion, ' ſet up two 
Gods,, two Principles or Begin- 
pings, the one the Author of all. 

KR Good, 


Good, the other the Author of all 
Evil: So theſe divided Chriſtians, 

they ſet up other Gods in, their 
Hearts, beſides the true God, The 
covetous worldlyWretch,he makes 
his Money his God ; he makes Gold 


His Duty explained, &C. 


his Hope, as fob's Expreſſion is. As Job 31. 24. 


among the Heathens, Money had 
Devotions paid to it as a Goddeſs, 
ſo it 1s too much worſhipped and 
adored by many who have the 


Name of Chriſtians. The Apoſtle Ephel. s. 5. 
calls Covetouſneſs [dolatry, and the Col. 3. 5. 


covetous Man an Idolater ; there- 
fore Gold muſt needs be his Idol, 
and Riches his Deity. No wonder 
that ſuch Perſons put their Truſt, 

and place their Confidence in theſe 
Things. *Tis natural for Men to 
truſt in that which they make their 
God, be it what it will; as the 
old Egyptians did not think ſcorn 
to worſhip a Leek or an On1on, and 
to confide in it, How many Men 
in the World truſt in their Riches 
and Eſtates, and never xalue or 
regard the Bleſling or Providence 
of God ? Therefore is that Charge 
and Command given, 1 Tim. 6.17. 
Charge them that are rich in this 
World, that they be not high-minded, 
'Þ 4. nor 


Inſticur. Divin. 
LJ. 619 
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all things to enjoy. So the Glutton 
and Drunkard, the voluptuous Epi- 
cure, he makes his Belly his God ; 

he ſacrificeth his Eſtate, his Health, 
nay his very Soul, to that Ide} his 
Belly : He offers every Day a Drink- 
Offering and a Meat-Offering to his 
inſatiable unreaſonable Appetite. 

And fo the Apoſtle thought fit to 
link them both together, Phil. 3. 
19. Whoſe God 15 their Belly, and 
whoſe Glory is in their Shame.,who mind 
earthly things, And tis as dreadful 
a Character he gives of ſome in the 
laſt Days, 2 Tim. 3. 4. Lovers of 
Pleaſure, more than Lovers of God. 
The Gnofticks, who lived in the 
beginning of theſe Days, were gi- 
ven up to filthy Luſts, and placd 
their Felicity in living deliciouſly. 
And as La@antiu obſerves, that E- 
picurus had more Diſciples than the 
reſt of the Philoſophers ; ſo theſe 


Idols of Senſe have more Worſhip- 
' Pers than the True God has. The 


Hearts of Men are naturally full 
of this Spiritual I1dolatry ; and *tis 
juſtly branded with that infamous 


| Name : For, though it be not pra- 


Qiſed 
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nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in 
the living, God, who giveth. us richly 


FEET TIF HT BEG Fo, 


Hu Duty explained, &c. 

aifed ina groſs and corporal Man- 
ner, yet it 1s done Spiritually, ?tis 
inward ſecret Idolatry: That 
which takes up a Man's Love, and 
Confidence, and Care, and Choice, 
and Delight, *tis ſet up in the room 
and place of God. The Error, 
which the Apoſtle reproves in the 
Gentiles, was not in matter of 
Judgment, in miſtaking bad Angels 
for Good, but in matter of Man- 
ners and Choice: And therefore 
the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. 1. 25. They 
worſhipped the Creature, IDF Tov 
unoxvzz; beſtdes the Creator : SO it 


ſhould be read, as a very Learned pp Taylor's 
and Great Divine obſerves. Theſe Ser. p. 61. 


Worldlings and Epicures will ge- 
nerally pretend to be Worſhippers 
only of the True God ; but 'tis 
according to the Example of the 
Perfjan Ambaſſadour, who being 
among Chriſtians, 'and pretending 
to worſhip the ſame God with 
them, would often be repeating 


the Doxology, Sol; Deo Gloria,when y;owſmitt's 
he meant nothing elſe but the Sur Ta&. Sacra, 
in the Firmament, which the Perſ;- P- 132+ 


ans worſhip as a God. Peradven- 
ture theſe Perſons may give God 
the ſame External Worſhip that 
"07; others 
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others do, but they keep their 
Hearts, and beſt Rooms, for their 
Carnal Luſts and Pleaſures: or at 
the beſt, they are divided betwixt: 
God and the Devil, betwixt 
God and the World, betwixt 
God and their own Lufſts. They 
only are true Chriſtians, and tru- 
ly bleſſed, who ſeek and ſerve God 
with their whole Heart, Pal. 119. 2, 
who are really and wholly reſoly'd 
= God, and entirely devoted to 
im. 


Reaſ. 5. He that is not an Alto- 
gether Chriſtian, will not be an Al- 
way Chriſtian, Such as begin and 
go on in Hypocriſy, will end in A4po- 
So did Hymeneus, Philetus, 
Alexander, who at hrit were oreat 
Profeſſors,yet at laſt became grand 
Apoſtates. Thus did Demas, 
2 Tim. 4. 10. He bath forſaken me, 
(fays the Apoſtle) baving loved 
this preſent World. This Man was 
a Preacher of the Goſpel, St. PauPs 
Coadjutor, and is joined with Zuke 
the Evangeliſt, (Col. 4. 14.) yet, 
notwithſtanding all this, Demas 
hath forſaken me. Pelagius was A 
Man ſo {emingly Religious, F- 
they 


hats, backs, a. 


Soon fn Eo - [noyad fred © fob, fd oY a 


- Hu Duty explained, &c. 
they who wrote againſt him, were 
fain to conceal their Names, for 
fear of the People; yet at laſt be- 
came a great Enemy to the Grace 
of God. A Man may be a great 
Profeſſor and Preacher of the Go- 
ſpel, may have the Gift of work- 
ing Miracles, as Judas and others 
had; and yet, for want of a ſound 
and ſtrong Foundation, may fall 
to nothing. Men may caſt Devils 
out of others, and yet have the 
Devil in themſelves: They may, 
notwithſtanding all this, be Apo- 
ſtates from Chriſt, Enemies to 
Cliriſt, workers of Iniquity, fuch as 
Chriſt will never own, Aat. 7.21, 
22, 23. The ſtony Ground was for- 
ward, came on bravely at firſt ; 
but, for want of Root, dwindled 


and withered away. Theſe flaſhy Caduca ſunt + 
Aﬀections have not Principles to quzcunq; fu- 


maintain them, and therefore their 
Goodneſs 1s no better than Ephra- 
im's; for as a Morning Cloud, and 
as the Early Dew, it paſſeth away, 
Hof. 6. 4. They are enlightned 
only as by ſome Flaſh of Lightning, 
and not by the lively refreſhing- 
Beams - of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
_ neſs, -and fo commonly go out in 
| | 


cata ſunt. Cy- 
prian.ad Donate» 


Job 17, 9. 
Prov. 4+ 18. 
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Snuff and Stink: Whereas the 
Righteous, they that are truly up- 
right, Altogether Chriſtians, hold 
on their way, and ſhine more and 
more unto the perfet® Day. Theſe 
Apoſtates, theſe backſliding Chri- 
ſtians, they do no more than taſte 
of the good Word of God, as 
Cooks do of their Sawces ; they let 
nothing down, they digeſt it not. 


— Theſe Midway Chriſtians are com- 


monly moved by ſome External 
Principle, as Riches, Honours, Re- 
putation, Applauſe, Credit, @c. 
but ( as Fob's Expreſſion rs, Fob 19. 
28.) the Root of the Matter 1s not 
in them, They want depth of Earth, 
as St. Mark's Compariſon 1s, Mark 
4.5. 5 Þ&506, the Plough is not 
gone deep enough, and ſo all miſ- 
carries and comes to nothing. No- 


thing but found Altogether Chri- 


ſtianity will keep us from Apoſta- 
cy. We muſt be ſure to dig deep, 


to lay a good Foundation, or the 


Fabrick will fall at laſt: We ſhall 
ſtart aſide like a broken Bow, 
when any Danger or Temptation 


Comes. 


| Reaſ. 
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Reaſ. 6. They that are not AL 
together Holy, ſhall never be Al- 
together Happy. There are ſome Noneſt via aq 
things abſolutely neceſſary to the regnum {ine 
Being and Well-being of a Chri- QHygenew 2 
ſtian, and this-is one of them, As ms bs 
our Saviour tells Nicodemus, John regnum, cui 
3. 3. Except a Man be born again, neque ſuper 
(1. e. be renewed by the Grace and propriam da- 
Spirit of God ) he cannot ſee the * Tote. 
Kingdom of God. So the Apoſtle ne” - rn oi 
tells us all, Heb. 12. 14. Without 
Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Seeing, in theſe Scriptures, 1s an 
Hebraiſm, and implies both Viſion 
and Fruition. Without a Princi- 
ple ' of Grace and Holineſs in the 
Soul, and a ſincere practice of it in 
the Converſation, none ſhall ever 
come, either to a bleſſed Acquain- 
tance with God here, or to a glo- 
rious Fruition of God hereafter. 
The Creature muſt be ſtrip'd. of 
his Unrighteouſneſs, or God of 
his Purity, before they can come 
together. The Holy God abhors Pal. go. 16, 
the Preſence and the Services of Ifa. 1, 13. 
UnſanCtified Perſons in this Day 
of Life and Grace: And if God 
bjd thee depart from him here, 
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Cum Deus fitrunder a Diſpenſation of Grace; 
ipſa puritas, 1 Foy much more wilt thou hear 
= Cultorius {pit terrible Depart, at the Day of 
ummam an1- | | 
mi puricatem Judgment ? An unholy Heart and 
requirit: non Life are altogether unſutable to a 
cuim ſummZ State of Happineſs and Glory. 
op _ RR” Heaven is a State and Place of infi- 
ona Boil nite Purity, and impure Perſons 
eſt. Leſius, Can never get into the moſt Holy 
Place, Rev.21. 27. Heaven muſt 
be in thee, before thou canſt be :n 
Heaven. It was a good Inſcripti- 
on that a bad Man wrote on the 
Door of his Houſe, Per me nihil in- 
tret Mali, Let no Evil paſs through 
me : Whereupon Dzogenes replied, 
Ouomodo ingredietur Dominus ? How 
then ſhall the Maſter get into his 
own Houſe ? That Inſcription does 
doubtleſs agree with the Celeſtial 
Habitation ; nothing that 1s unho- 
Iy or impure ſhall in any wiſe enter 


there : There is nothing there but 


what is Holy ; the Perſons are all 
Holy, the Employment Holy, Rev. 
4- 8. © thas, as I hinted, an un- 
holy Frame can never be accommo- 
dated to that holy State ; for there 
muſt be Holineſs in the Organ, to 
takein the Holineſs of the Objett : 
And therefore ,yve muſt þe. made 
meet 
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meet to be partakers of the Inheritance Col. r. 12, 
of the Saints in light, Thus it muſt _ non fir 
be with all Chriſtians that deſire to 774 Mcrito- 


be Partakers of that heavenly In- 


ria Gloriz, eſt 
ramen cauſa 


heritance, they muſt firſt be made diſpoſicivaqui 


meet for it in this Life : We muſt 
 beSaints here, if ever weexpect to 
be Saints hereafter. What ſhould 
others do with Heaven, that are 
not Saints ? What ſhould a Carnal 
Heart, that. knoweth no other 
Heaven, but. to eat, drink, and 
ſleep, to wallow in ſenſual De- 
lights, to enjoy this World, do 
with the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light ? Therefore we muſt be 
made meet for ſich a State as the 
| Apoſtle ſpeaks. If we hope for a 
Portion 1n that Heavenly State, our 
Hopes engage us to Holineſs, 1 Joh. 
3. 3- Every Man that bath this Hope 
in bim, purifieth himſelf, even as he 
is pure. Every Chriſtian that has 
. a lively Hope begotten and fixed 
in him, to ſee Chriſt as he 1s, in 
the Celeſtial Glory, will be influ- 
enced thereby to an ardent Deſire 
and Endeavour, to be transformed 
into the Image of the Divine Pu- 
rity: Knowing that our future 
Conformity to God in Glory a 
Bleſ- 


1donei reddi- 
mur ad Glort- 
am recipien- 

dam, Alſied. 
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Bleſſedneſs hereafter, depends up- 
on our ſincere and vigorous Endea- 
vours after a Conformity to him 
in Holineſs here. The Veſſels of 
Glory are firſt ſeaſoned with Grace, 
Such Perſons will be practifing and 
trying here upon Earth, . how they 
can conform to Chriſt in Holineſs 
and Purity, and ſo begin their Hap- 
Pineſs as well as they can. "Tis a 
moſt unreaſonable abſurd thing 
for any Perſon to think of being 
Happy hereafter, without being 
Holy here. God has both deter- 


mined the contrary by a juſt and | 


irrevocable Decree, and the Na- 
ture of the Things themſelves 
makes it plainly impoſſible. *Tis 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs that God 
has laid up in ftore for faithful 
Chriſtians, as their Portion and 
Happineſs hereafter ; and they that 
want the Righteouſneſs, muſt want 
the Crown alſo. And were it poſ- 
{ible for an unrighteous Soul to be 
admitted into that holy heavenly 
State and Society, it would be lit- 
tle Tomfort or Pleaſure to ſuch an 
One ; neither the Place, nor Com- 
pany, nor Employment would be 
ſytable or delightful to ſuch a Soul : 

EC eas 90 
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So that, if God had not determin'd, 
That without Holineſs none ſhall 
{ee him, and be for ever happy in 


the enjoyment of him, the Nature ' 


of the Things on both ſides would 
for ever have put a Bar toit. As 
God cannot delight in us, ſo neither 
can we delight in him without Holi- 
neſs. The Oppoſition, the Contrarie- 
ty between God and unholy Souls, is 
as great as that between Light and 
Darkneſs. So that we muſt purify 
our ſelves as he 1s pure, 1f we expect 
to ſee him as he is, in the bleſſed 
Purity of the Heavenly Glory. 


Inference 1, A Mediocrity 1n Re- Application; 


legion, a little Chriſtianity will not 
ſerve the Turn, The World is 
generally of Qyenion, a little Pains 
in Matters of Religion, a ſmall 
Meaſure of Chriſtianity, is enough 
of all Reaſon, will do well enough. 
This is the Opinion of the Great 
Machiavels, of the famous Politi- 


clans, and many other Perſons of 


the World : They cry up that Bo- 
ſom-Idol of Diſcretion, of world- 
ly Prudence, as the fitteſt and moſt 
excellent Temper in Religion. 
'Tis the Maxim of theſe Perſons, 

Þ To 
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Aqs 26. 24. 
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To fail no further in Religion, than 
may conſiſt with Temporal Safety, 
and Worldly Honour and Great- 
neſs: As for thoſe who will ven- 
ture further, who are carried out 
with full Sail, and endeavour to 
arrive at the Port of Evangelical 


Pertecion, of Compleat Chriſtia- 


nity, they are look'g upon by ma- 
ny as Fanaticks, Fools and Mad- 
men, Perſons void of all Senſe and 
Diſcretion. The Caſe has indeed 
been ever ſo with this wiſe World 
in all Ages. The Great Exemplar 
of Chriſtianity, being ſo earneſt a- 
bout, and fo taken up with that 
great Concern he came into the 
World for, that he negleed to eat 
Bread, Mark 3. 20. his carnal, 
unbe lieving Friends and Relations, 
(FJobn 7. 5. \ went out to lay hold on 
him, for they ſaid, He 18 beſides him- 
ſelf, Mark 3. 21. The ke Cen- 
fure was paſs'd upon David by 
Michal, upon the young Prophet 
by one of Febu's Companions, upP- 
on St. Paul by Feſtus, And ſome 
amoneit the Corinthians feem'd to 
have the like Opinion of him, 
2 Cor. 5.13. But heanſwers them 
well, If we be beſides our felves, it 
is 
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s unto God. If he was beſides 
himſelf, if he was mad in any of 
their Conceits, yet it was, as he 
tells them, for the Honour and 
Glory of God. True Chriſtianity 
is a great Buſineſs, and of great 
Concernment ; the Glory of God, 
and our own Salvation, depends 
upon 1t : So that, as Calvin 1aid, 
of drawing too much Water out of 
the Well of Life, ſo may I, of go- 
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Non legimus 


; reprehenſos, 
qui nimium de 
fonte aquz 


ing too far in Religion and Chri- Vice hauſe- 


ftianity ; I do not know where any 
Man 1s blam'd, by the Spirit of 
God, in all the Scripture, for ſuch 


rint. Calu, 


a Fault. It 15 good to be zcalouſly 


affeited always im a good Thing, Gal. 
4.18. It's true both of Religion 
in general, and of every Duty of 
it. A Laodicean Temper in Chrt- 
{tianity, 1s more odious and abo- 
minable in the Sight of God than 
any other : He was ſo provok'd 
with the Careleſs, Regardleſs Spi- 
rit of: that Church, that he threa- 


tens to ſpew her out, wholly to call Rev. 3.1416. 


her off; as Men are apt to vomir 
uP luke-warni things, being moſt 
nauſeous and offenfive to the Sto- 


mack. We muſt not be negligent nd 12.1 4 Ts 
and flothful in. this weig hty and 7 TV (149 C409" 


F 2 im- © 
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important Buſineſs, but - fervent, 
boiling hot 1n Spirit, in the Work 
and Service of God. We ſhould 
not ſatisfy our ſelves, and take up 
with ſome ſcanty Meaſures of Chri- 

{tian Obedience, but labour to'car- 
ry on an Holy Converſation to the 
uttermoſt. Tho ſome may count 
and call us Zealots, we muſt conſ1- 
der, that Chriſt came into the 
World, and ſuffered a painful ig- 


nominious Death, that we might 


be ſuch Zealots; that Chriſtians 


might be a peculiar People, and live 
after a peculiar manner. Chriſt was 
in good Earneſt in the Buſineſs of 
our Salvation ; and if we be not 


Chriſtians in g00d Earneſt, his 


Death and Sufferings, as they ſeem 
of little Value, ſo will be of little 
Benefit to us. The Love of Chriſt 
ſhould conſtrain us, to caſt off Sin 
and Wickednels, Sloth and Neg- 
ligence, and to live like his Diſct- 


ples, to be zealous, ſincere Chri- 
itians, 


Infer. 2. True Chriſtianity conſis 
in an Evangelical Compleatneſs and 
PerfetFion, in doing the Will, and 
walking in the Ways of God, Our 
| Chri- 


His Duty explained, &Cc. 

Chriſtianity muſt come up to the 
Rule, muſt be as full and large 
as the Command, or it's worth no- 
thing at all. It's ſaid of Zachary 
and Elizabeth, Luk.1. 6. That they 
were both Righteous before God, walk- 
ing in All the Commandments and 
Ordinances of the Lord Bameleſs. 


The Excellency of a true Chriſtian, 


is to follow God fully, as Caleb is 
ſaid to do, Numb. 14. 24. to have 
an Heart full of Goodneſs, a Life 
full of good Works, to be fruitful 
mn every good Work, Col.1.10. The 
many Alls that the Apoitle makes 
mention of, ver. 9, 10, 11. do plain- 
ly intimate, that he that would be 
a Chriſtian Indeed, muſt be a Tho- 
row-out, an Altogether Chriſti- 
an: He muſt be like the Tree of 
Life, bearing twelve manner of 
Fruits. It 1s not for a Chriſtian to 
be given to ſome one Grace or 
Vertue only, and to neglett the 
reſt. Some Men are very Juſt and 


Charitable, very Sober and Tem-_ 


perate, and very good Sccond-Ta- 
ble Men; but they are ſtrangely 
negligent and careleſs about the 


Duties of the Firſt-Table, that 
more immediately belong*to.God | 
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himſelf: They ſeldom or never 
pray to God, or call upon him, 
either in their Families or Cloſets : 
And theſe are far the greateſt part 
of thoſe that are called Chriſtians. 
There are others ( tho but few in_- 
compariſon) that are more rick 
and careful about the Firſt Table, 
that are more diligent as to Fami- 
ly-Prayer, and Cloſet-Prayer, and 
---:. other both Publick and Private;and 
© Secret Duties ; but then, they are 
many times Covetous,--Griping, 
ax Self-ended, often Proud and 
s Cenforious, ſometimes | given to 
Fr Fraud. and Deceit,and Over-reach- 
Ing, and one Vice or other : Theſe 
things, my Brethren, ought not ſo to 
be. "No: A True Chriſtian muſt 
have a Dexterity, muſt be ready to 
all good Works. What ſays St. Paul 
to the Cormthians * As ye abound 
mn Faith, m Utterance, and in Know- 
leds, and mm all Diligence, and m 
your Love to us, ſee that ye abound 1m 
"Ozz mv this Grace alſo, 2 Cor.8. 7. He fol. 
y oe w lows his Encomium and Commendati- 
why ,vocday on, with a Perſwaſzve and Exhorta- 
enorior jwe;- $198, Tnat he might quicken them to 
Corar. Chry- a purſuit of greater Honour, and 4 
foſt, Fm. in | more glorious Encomium, '\; their 


2 progreſs 


James 3. 10. 


His Duty explained, &C. 
progreſs towards a greater PerfetFion 
mM the Graces of Chriſtianity. Per- 
fect Holineſs is the Reward of the - 
Saints in Heaven, bur ?®tis the De- 
fire and Endeavour of the Saints on 
Earth. ?Tis a bleſſed Character 
and Teſtimony that God himſelf 
gives of his Servant David, Ads 
13. 22, I have found David the Son 
of Jelle, a Mn after mine own Heart, 
which ſhall fulfil, To&v72z Te: COTEPR - 
T7, All my Wills, The Poiloſopher 
indeed ſays, Dolus Iatet in Univerſa- 
libus, Deceit lies 1m QUmniwerſals 
but the Divine ſays, That Sincerity 
lies in Univerfals. "Thus Epaphras 
prays for the Coloſſians, That they 
might ſtand perfec and compleat 
1m All the Will of God ;, both as to 
the Knowledg and Practice of it : 
That they might be full-ag'd grown 
Chriſtians, in ; oppoſs tion to weak Ones 


and Novices, as Be7za expounds the Bia Annort, in 


Words : That they might arrive at 19c: 
a compleat Growth and full Stature 
in Chriſtianity. Inregrality 1s the 
true Note of Integrity. As Pati- 
ence, ſo every Grace, mult have 


its perfe® Work, that a Chriitian James 1. 4. 


may be perfedt and entire, wanting 
nything. . Grace mult be aiming at, 
F 4 and 


v 
S 
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Non incepiſſe, and preſling on to perfection, ſtill 

ſed perfecifle poing forward in its Exerciſe and 

pr an . Increaſe, till it come to t0V 72\Gvy, 
Eremo. Serm. © Compleat perfect Work. 

8, | 

Infer. 3. How preatly does it con- 

cern us to beware of Hypocriſy, of 

reſting only 1m the Name of being true 

Chriftians? *Tis a ſmart Reprehen- 

ſion that Chriſt gives the Church of 

Sardis, Rev.3.1. Thou haſt a Name 

that thou liveſt, and art dead, This 

Church carried a great Name in 

the World, and had the Repyta- 

tion of being famous for their 

Faith, and Diligence, and Holi- 

neſs : But alas! they were no bet- 

ter than Hypocrites, they wanted 

the Thing, the chief Concern of 

all, Great Words, and fine Names 

_ and Titles, are of little Value 

with God : God will no more re- 

gard or ſpare you for theſe, than 

Samuel did Agag for his brave Or- 

1 $am. 18. 32, 14ments, and delicate Appearance. 

33 "Odo not flatter and pleaſe your 

wa ſelves, and reſt in this, that you 

have only a Name to hve ! Its one 

thing what Man judges, it's ano- 

ther thing what God judges ; and 

_ toour Great Maſter,the great meg 

| of 
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of the World, we muſt ſtand or 
fall: He judges not according to 
outward Appearance, but accord- 
ing to Truth and Reality. The 
Fews were an Hypocritical People, 
and accordingly the Scripture has 
ſet a laſting Brand upon them : 
And this was one great Inſtance of 
their Hypocriſy ; They call them- 
ſelves of the Holy City, (and proba- 
bly others might call them {ſo too ) 
and ſtay themſelves upon the God of 
Hrael, Iſa. 48. 2. They had got a 
Name to be the Church and People 
of God, and they glory and pride 
themſelves in that 3 but were great 
* Strangers, and too great Enemies 
to the thing it ſelf. They ſtayed 
themſelves, they leaned upon the 
God of Iſrael, but certainly it was 
without his leave. We read of 
ſome (in oppoſlitionto the former) 
who were Iſraelites indeed. Chriſt 
honours Nathaniel with this excel- 
lent Character and Commenda- 
tion, John 1. 47. Bebold an Tſrae- 
lite indeed: Behold one, who ts 
| Not only born an lſraelite, but 1s 
a true Iſraelite, a Man im whom 
is no Guile. Such ought Chriſtt- 
ans to be; and ſach thoſe, who are 
altogether Chriſtians, will be; no 

: deceit» 
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Alduxu. Bet. 
Annor, in loc. 


Grande eſt 
Chriſtianum 


Efle, non Dic1, 


Hit) 01. 
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deceitful donble-minded Men, but 
Perſons of great Sincerity and Inte- 
grity z no dubions divided Perſons, 
who have an Heart and an Heart, 
as the Hebrews expreſs it ; and as 
the Temper of many of the Jews 
was at the firſt promulgation of 
the Goſpel, doubtful whether they 


-ſhould be Chriſtians or Jews ; but 


Men who are ſteady and reſolved, 
who do indeed anſwer that Sacred 
Name and Profeſſion, who may 
truly be called Chriſtians. Chriſt 


intimates to ſome of his Followers, 


Fobn 8. 31. and it concerns all the 


reſt; If ye continue in my Weird, 


then are ye my Diſciples indeed - 
Whilſt others are ſo in appearance 
and pretence only. And he tells 
the ſame Perſons, wer. 36. If the 
Son ſhall make you ' free, ye ſhall be 
free indeed, The Jews had the 
Name of Free-men, and could boaſt 
that they were never in Bondage £0 
any Man, vey. 33. tho 'tis ſufhici- 
ently evident from their Hiſtory, 
that they were in Bondage, both to 
the Egyptians and Babylonians ;, and 
at that time, when they boaſted of 
their Freedom , they were Tributa- 
ries to the Roman Emperor, ( pro- 
yeuly they had ſome other meaning 
al. 
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at that time) ; but alas ! How were 
they, and how are the moſt of the 
World, under worſe than Egyp- 
tian Slavery to the Devil, the 
World, and Fleſh, the moſt ſe-/ 
vere Task-maſters? How happy 
are thoſe Perſons, who are Reli- 
gious Indeed, Chriſtians Indeed, 
the Servants of God Indeed? When 
a Man has gotten the Thing, he 
may truſt God, and refer him- 
ſelf to him for the Name. Surely 
there?s no real ſolid Comfort with- 
out Sincerity, Chriſtianity Indeed. 
The Fooliſh Virgins were found with 
their /zc Dicentes, ſo Saying ;, but 
the good Servants with. their fic Fa- 
cientes, ſo Doing : And Bleſſed (faith 
Chriſt) that Servant whom his Lord 
when he comes ſhall find ſo doing. 


Infer. 4. Then lct us be perſwaded 
to be Altogether Chriſtians, Let us 
not take y up with Impertect Begin- 
nings, or ſhort and imperfe& 


Meaſures in Chriſtianity, bat let 


vs be ſtriving aiter, and reaching 
forth towards full Perfection. Let 
us not fit down in the middle of 
our Chriſtian Courſe, or ſatisfy 
our ſelves with being Half Chrilti- 


ans, 


75 


36. 


Pool's Annot. 


on Deut. 22.9, 


Tota Lex eſt 
Copulativa, 
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ans, halting between God and Baa] 
God and the Devil, God and the 
World, God and our Luſts. "Twas 
a Command in the Ceremonial Law, 
Deut. 22.9. Thou ſhalt not ſow thy 
Vineyard with divers Seeds : And 
there are other Injunaions of the 
{ſame Nature added, ver. 10, 11. 
Now theſe Precepts, (as a Judicious 
Annotator ſpeaks) though in them- 
ſelves ſmall and trivial, are given, 
according to that Time and State of 
the Church, for Documents or In- 
ſtruFions in greater Matters, and 


particularly to commend to them Sim- 


plicity and Sincerity in all their Car- 
riages towards God and Men, Let 
us be ſincere and perfect, entire 
and compleat in the whole Buſi- 

neſs of Chriſtianity. There is. 
Integritas Subje&i, Rom.12.1. Chri- | 
ſtianity requires a Dedication of 
the whole Man - And there 1s In- 
tegritas Objeti, Pal. 119. S. All 
God's Commands : We muſt have 
regard to both theſe, God's Com- 
mandments are chain'd together by 
a Sacred Link, tied together by a D1- 
vine Knot: And thoſe which God 
has join'd together, a ſincere Chri- 
ſtian dares not, will not put aſun- 
der. Conſtd. 


E - 
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Conhd. 1. Nothing but true Re- 
tigion, ſound and ſincere Chriſtianity, 
can give you true Comfort, and make 
you truly happy im this World. There 


75 no Peace to the Wicked God hath If. 57. 21. 


ſaid it, and it muſt be ſo. They 
are hitly compared to the troubled 


Sea, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Ver. 20, 


Dirt. Their Minds are as turbu- 
lent and reſtleſs as the Waves, be- 
ing hurried with their own Luſts 
and Paſſions, terrified with Guilt 
and Dread of Divine Vengeance : 


So that they are like Euripus, Impii autem 
( whereof former Authors have re- Eurip! inftar 


ported, that it ebbs and flows ſe- 


emunt. Va4- 
tab, Yerſ. 


ven times in a Day) in continual xg, ,,, 20, 


Motion and Agitation. In a State 
of Sin, out of a State of Chriſtian 
Sincerity, What Peace ? as Febu 
anſwered Foram in another Caſe : 
What Ground, what Foundation, 
what expectation. of true Peace ? 
A Sinner's, an Hypocrite's Con- 
ſcience, it awaken'd, muſt needs 
return him the ſame Anſwer. It 
may be he may have ſuch a Peace 
or Quiet, as a Man in a deep Sleep 
has ; his Conſcience is aſleep, and 
cannot do its Office: But alas! this 
1s 


pe 
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1s a poor kind of Peace, and will 
not laſt long. But now, 'with the 
ſound, faithful Chriſtian, it is far 
otherwiſe: Hear what a ſweet Re- 
flection the Apoſtle's Conſcience 
gives, 2 Cor. 1.12. Our rejoicing 15 
this, (and ſoit 1s, or may be with 
all truly ptous Souls) the Teftimony 
of our Conſcience, that im Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, we have hadour 
Converſation in the World. Where- 
ever we bave convers d of bad to do in 
the World, we have done it with a 
pure, clear, - fencere Conſcience : S0 
St. Chryſoſtom paraphraſeth upon 
that Text: We have not (as he 
adds) walk*d in Deceit or Hypocriſy, 
by Ironies or Contraries, or ated by 
Decert or Impoſture, but in all Free- 
dom an Plainneſs, Truth and Sim- 
plicity of Heart, Through the 
Grace of God aſlifting us, and the 
Divine Love dwelling in us, this 
has been our ghar, Foy our 
Behaviour in the World ; and this 
affords us Matter of abundant Joy 
and Conſolation. This is that Joy 
that none knows, or can know, 
but they that have it : ; that a Stran- 
ger doth not intertmeddle with, Prov. 
14. 10. 1It is, in the Apoſtle's 

| Phraſe, 


His Duty explained, &c. 


Phraſe, Foy unſpeakable and full of 1 Pet. 1.8. 


Glory; an Antepaſt, a Foretaſte of 
Everlaſting Joy and Pleaſure. Coſ- 
roes King of Per/za, invented an 
Heaven upon Earth; where he had 
a (ſpacious Palace, the Sun and 
Moon repreſented with great 
Splendor, the Firmament drawn 
out above, the Winds bluſtering 
one againſt another ; and himſelf 
mounted upon a Throne, incom- 
paſſed with bright and beautiful 
Rays, ſmiling at the various Ac- 
cidents and Turbulencies below 
him. What this King fooliſhly, 
and, I may ſay, wickedly deſigned, 
may truly and really be found in a 
good Conſcience : It 1s that *Oveavos 
Teo *Ovecxvs, (as the ſame Father 
calls it) a forerunner and foretaſte of 
the Heavenly Glory. A Good Con- 


ſcience, proceeding from a Sin- 


cere upright Heart, and an Holy 
well-ſpent Life, is 4 continual Feaſt, 
Prov. 15. 15. an Everlaſting Chriſt- 


maſs, as the Learned de gloſſeth Mede, Vo. 1. 
uPONn It. Other Feaſts may laſt for Diſc.31.þ.218- 


a Day, for twelve Days, or an 


hundred and eighty Days,as that of 


Abaſhuerus did, but they have an 
End ; but the true Chriſtian keeps 
* Aa 
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a Feaſt that laſts all the Year, yea,all 
the Days of his Life. This Tob Jeb, 
this good Heart is indeeda perpetu- 
al Banquet, the moſt noble and plea- 
fant Feaſt in the World. This is 
the Happineſs that attends true Re- 
ligion, even 1n this preſent World. 


Conſlid. 2. The future Rewards 
that God has mm ſtore for faithful 
Chriſtians, are not Half Rewards. 
He is a bountiful, a plentiful Re- 
warder of all thoſe that diligently ſeek 
and ſervehim. The Rewards that 
he beſtows upon his faithful Ser- 
vants, are tranſcendently great 
and glorious. Thus God tells A- 
bram, Gen. 15.1. I am thy Shield, 
and thy exceeding great Reward - 
The Hebrew expreſles it as high as 
it can ; and others render it, * Thy 
Reward ſhall - be exceeding great, 
God is a liberal Paymaſter, there's 
nothing loſt by ſerving him. 
There's no Man that ſerves God 


faithfully, but he ſhall be reward- 


ed fully, The Devil, and World, 
and Sin, they ſet hard Work, and 
give hard Wages; but God's Re- 
ward is exceeding great. Let all 
ſinful Perſons be perſwaded to ors 

ake 
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ſake their dreadful Slavery, to 
take Chriſt's Yoke upon them, to 
enter into his Service; And let no 
ſincere Chriſtians caſt off and for- 
ſake his Work and Service, or their 
own Hope and Confidence, which hath 
great Kecompence of Reward, Heb. 
10,35. This great Remuneration 
has enough in it, both to invite, 
and engage, and encourage Chri- 
ſtians to the ſincere and conſcien- 
tious Practice of Chriſtianity. For, 
as it ts written, Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear beard, neither bave entred m- 
to the Heart of Man, the Things 
which God bath prepared for them that 
love him, 1 Cor. 2. 9- The Senſe 
and Subſtance of this Promiſe, tho 
not the yery Words, are written 
Iſa. 64. 4. So that *tis ſtrange 
that any ſhould make Objections 
againſt this Quotation : Indeed 
St. Chryſoſtom was of Opinion, 
That it might be written in ſome 
of thoſe Books that were loſt in the 
Jewiſh Captivity : But, bleſſed be 
God, we have it preſerved and re- 
corded in the Canonical Writings ; 
It bas not entred into the heart of Man, 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love bim. But what it 

', Ou” G Mag 


Homil, 7. in 
1 COT. 2. 9e- 
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Ergo quia hoc Man be not yet the Percerver, ?tis 
bonum, tam engugh that God 1s the Promiſer. It 
rh Cannot fully enter into the Con- 
agen ineffabile, CEPtions of the moſt holy Perſons 
non invenit 1n this mortal State. VV hat then ? 
Hominem If it cannot enter into them, they 
perceprorem, ſhall enter into it, atth. 25. 21. 
renuie {eu They cannot now fully compre- 
—_ Colle&, hend it, but they ſhall hereafter at- 
in loc, ex Aug. tain to it, and be comprehended 
by it. As It 1s Premium recondi- 
tum pro necbws, ſoit is Abſconditum & 
nobs, As It 1s kept in Store for us, 
ſo it 1s kept in Secret from us. 
The Scripture preſents it as an - 

Object of our Admiration, not of 
our Comprekenſion in this diſtant 
State : So that we may wonder at 
it, with Holy David, Pſal. 31. 19. 
O how great 5s thy Goodneſs, which 
thou haſt laid up for them that fear 
thee! When the bleſſed Apoſtle 
had been repreſenting and mea- 
ſuring out the Felicity of the Saints 
by that Golden Chain of Salvation, 
Rom.'8. 30. Whom he predeſtmated, 
them he called ; whom be called, them 
he alſo, juſtified , and whom he juſti- 
fied, them he alſo glorified: He | 
breaks forth like a Man in an Ex- 
taſy or Rapture, Yer, 31. gy 

| a 
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ſhall we ſay to theſe things 2 Theſe 
are in one ſenſe EOpIiA COUNT » 
unutterable Words, fitter to be be- 
lieved, than poſſible to be diſcour- 
ſed. Who would not be a faithful 
Servant to ſuch a Maſter * Who 
can beſtow Pains, and ſhew Zeal Si-homo mille 
and Diligence enough in this bleſ- a8nis Deo ſer- 
ſed Work of Religion and Chri- 7 : yon 

ſtianity, to which ſo glorious Peonidnmn ard 
Reward is annexed ? If a Man had dimidium diei 
a thouſand pair of Hands, a thou- in Cxlv. 4r- 

ſand Tongues, and a thouſand /*” 

Heads and Hearts, and ſhould ſet 

them all on work for God, he 

ſhould find a ſufficient Reward for 

all. O enter now into your Lord's 

Service, that at Death you may en- 

ter into your Lord's Joy !. Enter 

into his Vineyard now, that you 

may have your Penny at Night a- 

moneglt his faithful Labourers. Be 

true Chriſtians, conſcientious and 

diligent in the [Service of your 

great Maſter, who has promiſed 

and aſſured, that your Labour ſhall 

not be 1n vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 15.38, 


Dire&. 1. Get 4a ſerious: ſenſe of 
God's All-ſeeing Eye upon thee. Pon- | 
der well thoſe Scriptures, Prov. 

" S. — 15, 
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, 15. 3. The Eyes of the Lord arc in 
every Place, beholding the Evil and 
the Good. Job 34. 21. His Eyes are 

upon the Ways of Man, and he ſeeth 

all bis Goings, He is at all Times 

obſerving and taking the moſt 

ſtrict and exact notice what Men 

Nihil Deo clu- 0, and what Men are. All things, 
ſum eſt. Inter- both Heavenly and Earthly, Good 
eſt animis no- and Evil, Great and Small, Secret 
ens: gy and Open, paſt, preſent, and to 
diis interve- COMe, are naked and open unto the 
nic. Sen.Ep.83. Eyes of him with- whom we have to do, 
| Heb. 4. 13. Let us therefore walk 
in a due'Senſe and ſerious Conſide- 

ration of this All-ſeeing Eye that 

15 upon us. We ſhould carry Da- 

v4d's Proſpective continually about 

us, and make uſe of it, whereſoever 

we are, and whatſoever we are a- 

bout, Pſal. 16. 8. This was to 

him, and would be to us, a moſt 

excellent Preſervative againſt Sin, 

and a Spur to Chriſtian Care and 

Sincerity. I have ſet the Lord al- 

ways before me + becauſe he 1s at my 

right Hand, I ſhall not be moved. 

This was his Antidote againſt the | 

former, and his Inducement to the 

latter, Pſal. 119. 168. I have kept 


thy Precepts and thy Teſtimonies ; pf 


* f 
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Hy Duty explained, &c. 
all my Ways are before thee. Seeing 
that all his Ways were in God's 
Sight, he endeavoured to fet all 
_ God's Laws in his Sight, deſiring 
to approve himſelf to God in the 
diſcharge of his whole Duty. 4s 


a well-drawn Picture ( according to Greg. Naz. E- 
the Compariſon and Expreſſion of Piraph. Arha- 


Nazianzen) eyeth each Perſon in the "*l 
Room: ;, ſo doth the great God eye 
the Perſons, and all the AQtions 
of each one in the World, as if 
his Eye were upon none but him a- 
lone. So that what Hagar ſpake 
concerning the Angel of the Co- 
venant, Jeſus Chriſt, Gen. 16. 1 3. 
may well be the Motto of every 
Chriſtian, Thou God ſeeſk me. O 
what manner of Perſons ought we 
to be ! What Holineſs, what Sin- 
cerity, what ſtrict and ſerious Pie- 
ty becomes us, and concerns us to 
practiſe, who are continually in 
ſuch a Preſence. Paphnutius con- 
verted two notorious Strumpets ; 
and ſo did Ephrem Cyrus convert a- 
nother, by ſetting before them, 
and preſling upon them the Conſi- 
deration of this Eye of God. 
What an Influence might it have, 
and would it have, upon the Hearts 
G 3 -. = 


Plal.139.12. 
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and Lives of: Chriſtians, were it 
firmly believed, and ſoundly con- 
ſidered! It was the Preſcript of 
Epicurus to his Followers, That 
they ſhould always imagine and 
repreſent to themſelves ſome con- 
ſiderable Perſon, as the, Spectator 
and Witneſs of their Actions and 
Converſations: And *twas the Ad- 
vice of Seneca to his Friend Luci- 


_ lius, {o to behave himſelf, as if 


ſome Cato or Lalius look'd upon 
him. And therefore do thou, O 
Chriſtian, ſo live, as knowing that 
God's Eye IS always upon "thee. 
Take heed of offending and pro- 
voking this All-ſeeing God, by 
Prophanenefs, Lukewarmneſs or 
Hypocriſy. Some of the Heathens 


worſhipped the Sur, and therefore 
* choſe the Night for the practice of 


their lewd and wicked Actions: O- 
thers of them the 10n, and there- 
fore made choice of the Day for 
that purpoſe : But thon, O Chriſti- 
an, fear to offend that God, dread 
to think of profaning and diſho- 
nouring him, who ſeeth all things, 


tofhom the Darkneſs and Light are ' 
 #both alike. © Be afraid and aſham'd 
to ahag ſe 1 In the Preſence of God, 


who 


who always looks upon thee, which 
thou wouldſt or mighteſt be a- 
ſhan?d to do before the Eyes of 
Men. Take heed of playing the 
Hypocrite, of diſſembling with 
this Omniſcient and All-ſeeing 
God, who will not- be mocked, 
who cannot be deceived. Thy 
Midnight Sins, thy Cloſer Sins, thy 
Curtain Sins, thy Heart Sins, all 
the Sins thou haſt or wonlaſt have 


committed, are all nad and open, T:Teaypio- 
anatomized and diſſected before #7 


him. Thou maylt carry on the 
Cheat a while, and gain a little 
Credit in the "World but thon 
wilt be unmasked, diſcovered, and 
laid open at laſt, to thy everlaſting 
Shame and Contempt. It will be- 
tide thee, as it happened to Otto- 
car the Bohemian King, who re- 
fuſing to ſhew Obeyſance to the 
Emperor Rodulphus, was at length 
ſo far humbled by Wars, that "he 
was made willing to do Homage 


to him, ſo it might be done pri- 


vately in a Tent: But the Empe- 
_ ror's Servants had ſo contrived 


It, that, with the pulling of one 
Cord, the whole Tent might be . 


drawn up 3 and ſo Oftocar was 


Feld * 
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diſcovered doing Homage on his 
Knees to the Emperor, in the Pre- 
ſence of three Armies. Thus will 
it befal the proud Hypocrite at 
the Great Day, when every Man's 
Work will be made manifeſt ; His 
Covert ſhall be taken away, his 
Wickedneſs, Folly and Shame ex- 
poſed to the view of Men and An- 


gels. 


Dir. 2. Love not, and live not in 
any known Sin, Let thy hatred of 


it be real, ſincere and univerſal. 


*'Tis the Apoſtle's Advice, Rom. 
12. 9. Abhor that which 1s Evil : He 
does not fay, this or that particu- 
lar Sin, but Evil indefinitely, which 
in a neceſſary Matter, is equivalent 
to an Univerſal. Whatſoever has 
the Nature of Evil, whether ſmall 
or great, pleaſant or profitable, 
though never ſo amiable and love- 


ly to Nature, yet a true Chriſtian 


muſt hate and abhor it: yea, he 
ſhould entertain and manifeſt as 
great an hatred and antipathy a- 
gainſt it, as agamſt Hell it ſelf. 
And as Hatred lies and ſhews it 
ſelf in Univerſals, ſo ſhopld a 
Chriſtian's Hatred appear in this 

0” een 
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Caſe. It was accounted a great 

Cruelty in Haman, when Aorde- 

cai had offended him, to wreak. 

himſelf, not only upon him, but 

upon the whole Nation of the Jews. 

That which was Cruelty in H4u- 

man, will become the Duty and 

Wiſdom of a Chriſtian, if any one 

Sin offend Rim, to let the whole Na- 

tion ſuffer for it ;, as it is the Alluſi- 

on of a very Learned Author : He Hales Remains, 
ſays, It was a Law amongFt the Ma- P: 251+ 
cedonians, if any one of the Fami- 

ly bad committed Treaſon againſt 

the King, be was not to die alone, but 

all of the Lineage and Kindred were 

to die with him : So we, in the Caſe Goldm Rs 
of Sin, ſhould proceed according *#4%; Ib. 
to the Macedonian Law, and re- 

move the whole Family and Line- 

age of Sin. If thou wouldſt in 

good earneſt mind thy Chriſtian 

Duty, and ſecure thy Eternal Hap- 

Pineſs, take heed of entertaining 

or ſparing theſe Traitors and Ene- 

mies, that war againſt, and will, 1 Pex. 2. x1. 
without true Repentance, eternal- 

ly deſtroy thy Soul. Take the 

Counſel that Zophar, one of Fob's 
Friends, gave to him, Job 11. 14. 

Let not Iniquity dwell in thy Taberna- 
| cle. 


== 
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cle, Haſten it away, and let it 
have no harbour or entertainment 
there. Theſe bold Gueſts will be 
intruding, they'] come without 
inviting, but take heed of bidding 


them welcome, of providing 


Lodging, and preparing Enter- 
tainment for them. Eſpecially ſet 
a Guard, and prepare thy utmoſt 
Force againſt thoſe Spiritual Ene- 
mies, thoſe Conſtitution and Dar- 
ling Sins thou art moſt in danger 
of. This was a Demonſtration of 
David's Sincerity, Pſal. 18. 23. 1 
was alſo upright before God, and I kept 
my ſelf from Mine Iniquity : What- 
ever Sin David committed, was 
indeed his Iniquity ; but he ſpeaks 
there with a peculiar Emphaſis, of 


that Sin that he was moſt inclined 


x King, 22.31. 


and addicted to. As the King of 
Syria ſaid to his Captains ; Fight 
neither againſt ſmall nor great, but 
againſt the King of Iſrael : So if we 
can ſlay the King, the maſter-Sin 


and Corruption, then there is great 


hope of Victory over theſe Spiri- 


tual Enemies that fight agamſt our 
Souls : But unleſs we humble our 
ſelyes for, ſtrive againſt, and keep 
our ſelves from this, it will be our 

Sane} ads © Ruin, 


Hu Daty explained, &C. 

Ruin, and prove the Ground of our 
Impenitency or Apoſtacy. Where 
there is not a true Mortification of 
Sin, there can be no true ſound 
Chriſtianity. There can be no 
Intereſt in a living God and Re- 
deemer, if there be ſtill living 
Luſts and Corruptions remaining 
in you : Gal. 5. 24. They that are 
ChriſPs, have crucified the Fleſh, with 
the Aﬀeczions and Luſts. "Is an 
apt Compariſon that one has to 
this purpoſe: There was once a 
Controverly between two Nations, 
VIZ. Scotland and Ireland, about an 
Iſland that lies between them, to 
_ which Nation it did belong; And 
the Matter was to be determin'd 
thus : They were to take a great 
many Toads and Serpents, and 
other unclean and venomous Crea- 
tures, and put them into the Ifland ; 
and if theſe Creatures lived there, 
then the Ifland belonged to Scot- 
land; but if they died, then it 
muſt belong to Ireland, becauſe no 
venomous Creatures do live there. 
Truly thus may thy Matter be de- 
cided, whether thou beeſt a Real 
Chriſtian, whether thou belongeſt 
to Qbriſt or not. bw poiſonous a 
+ thy 
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thy Luſts and venomous Corrupti- 
ons live in thy Soul, and rule and 
reign there, this 1s an Argument 
of the DeviPs Title to thee, and 
Intereſt in thee : But if Sin does 
not live and reign in thee, this is a 
demonſtrative Argument that thou 
belongeſt to Chriſt, that thou art an 
Altogether Chriſtian. Therefore 


Biſhop Taylor's fake heed of living in known Sin : It 
Contempl. of the bereaves the Soul of Grace, baniſhes the 
State of Man. Holy Ghoſt, deprives it of the Right of 


Heaven, and condemns the Sinner to 
Eternal Torments in the other World. 


Dir. 3. Have 4 due Reſpe@, a ſmm- 
cere Love to all God's Commands. 
We ſhould be often examining and 
making trial of the Truth and 
Sincerity of our Love to Chriſt. 
That Queſtion which Chriſt put 
to Peter, John 21. 16, 17. Loveſt 
thou me ? highly concerns all Chri- 
ſtians to enquire and be reſolv*®d 
about : And happy are they whoſe 
Conſciences can make out and re- 
turn that Anſwer, Yerſ. 15, 16. 
Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee. 
Behold, here is the Touchſtone of 
Sincerity, the Sacred Ballance that 
we are to be: weighed in: Let us 
__ | - beware 


His Daty explained, &c. 93 
beware of, and dread that fatal Dan. 5s. 27. 
Tekel, the being found wanting. 
Chriſt himſelf has laid down the 
Premiſes, - Fobn 14. 23. If a Man 
love me, he will keep my Words : And 
it concerns every Chriſtian to draw 
the Concluſion right-: For, he that 
ſaith, T love bim, and keepeth not his Diaa faRis de- 
Commandments, 1s a Liar, and the ficientibus c- 
Truth 1s not in bim, 1 John 2, 4, TPÞeſcant, Jer- 
Such an one 1s a notorious curſed mungh ks 
Hypocrite, and his Spot is not the 1g, 5; 8. 
Spot of God's Children, for they 
are Children that will not lie. This 15 
the Love of God ( faith the ſame 
Apoſtle) that we keep his Command- 
ments, 1 John 5. 3. This is the 
moſt lively, the moſt evident and 
certain Expreſlion and Effe&t of our 
Love to God, when we conſcien- 
tiouſly and obediently keep his 
Commandments, when (with Ho- 
ly David) we have reſped? to all bus pal, i 19. 6. 
Commandments, They only are 
the true Diſciples and Friends of 
Chriſt, who are careful to do what- John I 5+ Ifs 
ſoever Chriſt commands them , who 
love the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 1n ſinceri- 
ty, Eph. 6. 24. who are univerſal, 
and even immortal in their Love % doweecia. 
to Chriſt, Our Hearts cap power 

& 
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be ſincere, our Love to God can 
never be made out, that it 1s cor- 
dial and unfeigned, if we can fa- 
tisfy our ſelves with, or paſs an 
Act of Indulgence for the neglect 
ot any commanded and known Du- 
ty. When we come with our Ex- 
ceptions and Reſerves, as Naaman 
did, The Lord pardon me 1m this 
Thing, *tis an high diſhonour to 
God, and affront to his Authori- 
ty. Exod. 20. 1. God ſpake, not 
only one or two, but All theſe 
Words. Vaſquez refers the Second 
Commandment to the Fews, and 

- fays, that it belonged to them on- 
ly; and fo have others been deal- 
ing with the Fourth Command- 
ment: But Men had beſt be cau- 
tious how they diſpenſe with, and 
diſpoſe of God's Commands ; for 
God and Conſcience are too great, 
too ſacred to be trifled with, As 

PE Ee for our Ckriſtian Sabbath and Ho- 

crvatu Vom- Jy Reſt, ( grounded upon that 

pn Cue: Commandment ) we have the Ex- 
ws ample of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
pofſum, was and the Pra&tice of the Univerſal 
the Speech and\Church, to recommend to us a Re- 
Sf 9 Jjpious Obſervation 'of it. Some 
riſtian Church : 8 g's 

of old. may reckon it -a Digreſſion, it I 

ſhould 


{ 


Hu Duty explained, &c. 
ſhould proceed further in this 
Point : I ſhall not therefore tran- 
ſcribe, but recommend the Cha- 
rater that Ignatius ( that Primi- 
tive and truly Pious Father ) gives 
of this Bleſſed Day, and alſo of 
thoſe Perſons who are the Oppo- 
ſers, Deſpiſers, and NegleQers of 
it, in his Third Epiſtle to the Mag- 
nefian Church: Only let me add, 


briefly, with him, LZet us walk wor- rey gu;9 I» 
thy of that Name we bave taken up- aStu © Emovv- 
on us, and are called by. Al] the wias is «An 
Divine Commands are given out 94%: {80at- 


and ratified by the ſame Lord and 
Lawgiver. He that ſaid, Do not 
commit Adultery ;, ſaid alſo, Do not 
kill. From whence the Apoſtle 
draws this Inference, which has 
an harſh and unpleaſant Sound with 
many 3 Whoſoever ſhall keep the 
whole Law, and yet offend in one 
Point, he 15 guilty of all, Jam. 2. 
Io, IT. By an allowed, wilful 
breach of one Part, the Authority 
of him who gave the Whole, is 
violated, flighted and trampled 
on : And the Obedience to the reſt 
1s but hypocritical and pretended, 
becauſe there appears to be a want 
of Love, which 15 the fulfilling = 

| Whole 


Ep. ad Mag. 


#4 "REY "EY ' 
p : q oy Þ- - 
x 2 -*4. hs 
Gd # Fes ION Ro WW 
b Y by 3S3 
74 <A EY 
Po . 
& . 
. Y 0 
» 


Plal. 2p. 12: 


The Altogether-Chriſtian ; 


whole Law, Rom: 13. 10. That 
which will not reſtrain us from the 
Breach of one Command, would 
as little avail to prevent our 
breaking the reſt, if our Temp- 
tations and Corruptions moved as 
ſtrongly that way. When Men come 
to ask leave of their Luſts, and to 


.be determin?d by them, how far 


they ſhall vield Obeddience to 
Chriſt, they are far from an- 
ſwering, St. PauPs Character and 


Example, of being Altogether 
Chriſtians. 


Dir. 4. Be ſteady and even 1n thy 
Courſe of Chriſtian Obedience. The 
Emblem of a true Chriſtian muſt not 


Hume's ftedfaft be (as a worthy Author terms it ) 
Chriſtian,p.7,8 4 wandring Planet, or a pendulous 


Meteor, an elementary Apparition, 
or an unſettled Wave, which have lit- 
tle or no ConſiFence or Stability, but 
like the firm and fixed Earth, that | 
may not be removed : He 1s not an 
hot and zealous Peter to Day, and 

a lukewarm Laodicean, or a cold 
Carnaliſ to Morrow, but of. an 
even and uniform Te emper at all 
times. The upright Man's Foot 


1 ſtands (like David's) in an even 


Plase © 


His Daty explained, . &C. - 
place : He does not walk hoblingly 
or lamely, like one who goes In a 
rough uneven way, or. like a Per- 
ſon whoſe Feet and. Legs are not 
even, but he walks uprightly, even- 
ly, and comelily, and 1s ſtrict and 
conſcientious in his Duty at all 
times. This is a ſweet and happy Quid prodeft 

Temper in Religion. Bleſſed are.homin heſter- 
they that keep Judgment, and be that 52 ventris ſa- 

doth Righteouſneſs at all times, Pal. Hom, 6 dong 
106. 3. The Religion of a True latium ex ibs 
Chriſtian is not like a Holy-day non inveniar? 
Sute, put on, it may be, once in a Ita & animam 
Week, or when Occaſion ſerves Der 

but a Garment that he is always > Ja vie © ha 
clad with, and never wears out. die quod ju- 

His Temper and Converſation is ſtum eſt non 
uniform and regular; his Life is {ecerit. Baſil. 


all of a Piece, the Thred of it is _ & Vir. 


even; *tis not the one Part hea- own A 
venly and pure, the other earthly 

and ſenſual, but Holineſs and Sin- 

cerity runs through i it all, Where- 

ever he goes, he carries his Con- 

ſcience along with him, and his 

Care1s to pleaſe God in al Places, 

in all Things, at all Times. He | 


is not. like the fooliſh h Galetians, 


71 KF 3 & H 


H firſt; 
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firſt, but were ſoon tired and ont 
of breath ; but he runs with Pat- 
ence and Perſeverance the Race that 
_ #5 ſet before bim. 


| Dir. 5. Therefore add to the 

reſt Perſeverance, and be ſtriving af- 

ter full Perfe&ion in Grace _ Ho- 
teneſs. Perſeverance is the Grace 
that crowns our Chriſtian Obe= 
dience, and will at laſt receive a 
glorious and 1incorruptible Crown, 
As one alludes to thoſe words of 


the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 9. 24. They 
which Rack, run all, but one 


_  yeceiveth the Prize: So dll the Graces 


of the Holy Spirit, Faith, Hope, Chas 
rity, Temperance, Patrence, Meek< 
neſs, &c. all tun towards Heaven, 
all tent thither ;, but Perſeverance re= 
ceiveth the Crown. Thoſe Olympick 
Ritters took a great deal of pains, 
and were at great trouble todiet, 
deny, reſtrain and govern them= 
ſelves, in order to thoſe Exers 
ciſes; and all to pet a Crown, 
which, when they had it, was a 
eorruptible, petifſhing One : "ek the 
Chriftian Racer runs for a Crown 
that is I TAN that fadeth 
not, 


not: away. Therefore ſa run that ye 
may obtam, 1 Cor. 9. 24, 25. The 
faithful Chriſtian is one who, ac« 
cording to the Apoſtle's Exhorta« 
tion, is always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
And this takes in the whole Life 
and Converſation of a Chriſtian. 
It requires t1mely Beginning, conſtant 
Cantimuance, final Perſeverance ; not 
$0: be: tale and begint late ;. not. to: be 
hazy and go on ſlomly ; not to be 
weary, and grve over; according to 


Prelate and Preacher of our © 
Church. As they ſay commonly © 
of the Husband-man's Work, it's 
never at anend ; ſo neither is the 
Chriſtians Work, as long as Life 
laſketh. Thus Holy David Pſak. 
119. 112. I have imclined my Heart 
to perform thy Statutes almays, evew 
unto the end. And thus it muſt be 
with the Chriſtian Labourer, wha 
T has put bis Hand to the Sacred 
i - Plough; his Life and his Labour 
muſt end together. The Old Phi- 


Hit Daty explained, ce. 99 


the team... Phraſe of a Learned oY Ro 


loſopher, when he was asked, Vi*by By Hall's Medit. 
he did'not give over his Studies, ſee+.Cent. 1. 


ng that. ol: Age was come upon him 2 
ED His 


Rev. 2. 10. 


Rev, 24 4o 


Job 17. 9. 


Prov. 4+ 18, 


The Altogether-Chriſtian ; 


His Anſwer was, When a. Man 15 


ta run. a Race of forty Furlongs, he 


will not {it down at the thirty-ninth 
and loſe the Prize. Without Perſe- 
verance, thy Labour, thy Crown, 
thy Soul, thy Salvation, alls loſt 
for ever. How ſad was it, that 
Saul ſhould loſe a Kingdom for 
want of two or three Days Pa- 
tience? but more fad, if thou 
ſhouldit loſe the Eternal Kingdom 
of Heaven, for want of Conitancy 


and Perſeverance. Therefore let - 


me Exhort and Counſel all Chri- 


ſtians, who have liſted themſelves 


under the Captain of their Salva- 
tion, to be loyal and faithful unto 
Death. Take heed of forſaking 
your firſt Love ;, of beginning in the 
Spirit, . and eading in the Fleſh. Let 
not your Chriſtianity be like Ne- 
ro's Quinquennium, Caligula's two 
firſt Years, or Fulian's good Be- 
ginnings, that all made an unhap- 


_ py, miſerable Exit and Conclui- 


on; but let it anſwer the Scripture 
Chatacter of the Righteous Perſon, 
who holds 9n his Way, and waxeth 


ſtronger and ſtronger ;, whoſe Path 1s 
like the (biniug Light, which ſhines 


more 


A yt TE” I” alas. 


His Daty explained, &Cc. IOT 
more and nore unto the perfe(t 
Day. Religion (as a great Man Bp Taylor's 
ſays) 15 worth as much to day ag Serm. on Luke 
it was yeſterday, and it cannot change 9% & Zeal, 
though we do: If we leave it, we Po gf 
leave God; and whither he can go 
that goes from God, his own Sorrows - 
will ſoon inſtru him, Backſliding, $ 
declining Chriſtians, may, by a a 
{3d Reſemblance, be compared to ; 
Nebuchadnezzar?s Image, the Head 
of Gold, the Breaſts of Silver, the 
Thighs of Braſs, the Feet of Iron 
and Clay, ſtill worſe and worſe. 
Let us therefore take up a ſerious 

—Reſolution- ( through the Divine 
Strength) to continue faithful un- 
to Death: Let us walk in the 
Ways, and do the Duties of Reli- 
gion, without wearineſs, and then we 
ſhall reap in due time, if we, faint not. 


. Dir. 6. Pray fervently that God 
will make thee an upright ſmncere 
Chriſtian. This was the Practice 
of Holy David, and of the reſt of 
God's faithful Servants recorded 
in Scripture. Pal. 143.10, Teach 
me to do thy Will, for thou art my 
God : Let thy good Spirit lead me 

mnto 


Phil. 2. 13 


Fhil, 2. 12. 


E», bt fore Fen» 
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into the Land, of Uprightneſs. 


The Altogether: C egg 


Strength, our Help and Sfciency 
tor any good Work hes in him, 
and not in our ſelves. 1t. ts be that 
worketh in us, both to Will and to. Do of 
his good Pleaſure , that performeth 
all our Works in us, and for us: 
Though we arc commanded ta 
wore 0: qur own Sauatton, yet we 
are not. bidden to, do it. in our own 
Strength. When the Apoſtle, 
Epheſ.. 6. had been preſſing Chrt. 
ſtians to the practice. of ſeveral Re- 
112ious Spiritual Duties ;. his Con- 
cluſion is, Ver. 10. Be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of bis Might. 
& ] reckon this (ſays one.) a very 
«© ſtrong Argument to confute the 
, Power of Free-will to any SPt- 
ner the wot In. a. Sraclous man- 
ner,/ the woful Experience of 


CV 


CL 
CC 
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ing naturally ſo deſperately 
wicked, Jer. 17. 9, oppolite to 
any ſpiritual Gogd : but this (he 
adds ) will. not convince others: 
Oaly, by the way, I. would. know 


CC=:; 
CC 
cc 
T 
CE 


c Free-wl to chuſe that. which is 
. * truly 


NING OWN wretched heart, be- 


how it comes. to pais (if that | 
cc Dpctrine be true, that we have. | 


c 
[4 
, 
c 
t 
( 
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His Daty explained, &c. T0? 

© truly Good) that thoſe Perſons | 

& are not all very good Men? Will 

<« not this be an Aggravation a- 

© gainſt them at the dreadful Day 

© of Judgment? Weare not born Orandum tam- 
Chriſtians, neither is it in our own 4iu pro dono 
Power to make our ſelves ſuch, or to omg __ 
| Bee ec 1llud im- 
continue ſuch, bur had need to fetch yerrenus. ac 
all our Supplies from the Throne of ubi imperra- 
Grace. Men of much Prayer have tum eſt, pro 
been Men of great Integrity and ©/»sconſerva- 
Sincerity, of much Zeal and Ho- 190" Ven res 
lineſs; as we may ſee in David, rogandus, & 
Damel, St. Paul, St. Auguſtine, and cum Prophera 
many others. To talk of an holy 4icendum z | 
Perſon, a good Chriſtian, that neg- ng —_— 
les Prayer, 1s as great Nonſenſe pers, ER 
2s to tell us of a living Man that nobis. Salmeror 
does not breathe. If we would be- in Parab. E- 

- come true Chriſtians, and continue V8: P- 2453 
firm and ſtedfaſt to that Sacred ©#** 

Name and Profeſſion, let us (as 

the Apoſtle exhorts) make our fre- 

quent and reverent Approaches to 

the Throne of Grace, that we may 6b= gy, 4. 16, 
tain Mercy, and find Grace to belp in 

the time of need. 


THE END. 


